» ONVICEH of that Grand Mi- 
fakein many, That what is. given to the 
- Poor, is « loſs to their Eſtate ; which is 
- directly - contrary , as to the | experien- 
| cesof the Charitable, ſoto the teltimos« 

ny of Gods Spirit in divers: places of 

ripeure : ; AS, £ k 


ov. It. 24. There is that. ſeattereth, nd Yet increa- 
ſeths There is that with-bolderb" more' than is meet, 
64 tendeth to poverty. 
rov. 19: 17. He that hath pity on. the Poor . lendeth 
" unto the Lord, and that whichls be bath given will. be 
T4 bim again. 
6: 38: Give, and it ſhall be given to you again, 
: "good meaſure, preſſed down, and ſh, ken together, and 
©  TUNTUNg Over. 
7, 26.. He is ever merciful, ayd lendeth ; and. 
red, Is bleſſed. 


bf « 
em mm—ny_——— yg, 


s'bis ſolvir hoc feenus, "ſilicer ſemel is in terra, fe- 
| winde incelo. Tn terra enim eleemoſynariis mil-. 


ar pes, in celo aurem longeplura;&majora- 
Ur. Cornelius a Lapide, m Prov. 19.17. 
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:. MAT: 10. 41, 42 


He 1bat receiveth s Prophet 3u the name of 8 Prophet, 


ſhall receive 8 Prophets reward: and he th at rece FA 
veth a righteous man in the name of # r1gbtcous man, 
ſhall receive a righteous mans reward, 
And whoſozver ſhall give uuto one of theſe lzttles ones, e 
cup of cold water only, in the name of a Diſciple, veri= 
ly I ſiy unto you, be ſhall in no wiſe loſe bis reward, 


(HE troubles whereunto God bringeth his 
Miniſters and People, though they be miny 
and great, yer are they not.more,and great- 
er, than the comforts which he affordec 1 
unto them, ro ſupport and incourage then in 
their troubles. Inſtance rhis Chaprer, and rhe Serm 3a 


of Chriſt therein recorded, concerning thoſe fore Try- 


als whereunro his Church. and. Children. ſhould .be 
broughr. As any kind of affliction is forecold, a proper 
and peculiar Conſolation is uſually annexed. There- 
fore to eſtabliſh rhe hearrs of his ſuffering, Servanrs, and 
ro incourage their Succourers , he cloſes up his Ser- 
mon with the words of the Text; wherein he decla- 
reth nor only that high account which he had of hiz 
Miniſters , and People themfelves , bur aifo> of them. 
who ſhould yield any relief, or upon his account ſhew 
kindneſs rothem ; aſſuring rhem, That he who recetveth 
a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhould receive a on . 

| 2B phets 


* 9% THIuR 


2 The Sureſt and Safeſt 
phets Reward: And he that receiverh a Righteomw Man in 


the name of a' Righteous Man , ſhould receive a Righteous 


Mans Reward. _ | | 

The words in brief contain, A Declaration of that 
great benefit which they bring to themſelves, who afford any 
' Relief and Succour ts Miniſters , or other Sairts; teach- 
ing, That there i no ſuch way to fill our Treaſures , 4s by 
emptying them for God. - 

For the clearing of the words, I ſhall briefly ſhew 
you : 

1. Who is here meant by a Prophet; and who by a 
Righteous Man. | 

2. Whar is meant by receiving them. | 7 

3. What is the Reward which followerh thereupon. 

_ & For the firſt , Who is here meant by a Prophet ; 
and who by a Righteous Man. 

By a Prophet, our Saviour here meaneth not only 
extraordinary Miniſters, ſuch as were immediately and 
extraordinarily inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, or who had 
extraordinary: Revelations ro foretel rhings ro come : 
bur alfo ordinary Minifters of the Word, and Interpre- 
ters of the Scriptures 3 as Fob. 4. 44. Rev, 11. T8. 

By Righteous Men, he meanerh his Saints, or fuch as 
reſtifie their Juſtification thorough Fairh in Chriſt ,, by 
their Sanctification, and fruits of a- good Conſcience, 
whom conmonly the Scripture ftileth Sa7nts. * 

I I. For the ſecond, What is meant by receiving 
theſe 2? 

For Anfwer thereunto, you muſt know , there are 
| ache things whereunro this receiving. may have a re- 

pect. 

r. To the Word and Meſſage of a Miniſter ; and fo 
it fignifies, the hearkning ro , and imbracing their holy 
Counſel and Doctrine. | 
2. To rhe Perſon of a Miniſter; and fo ir ſignifies the 
harbouring, er ſhewing kindneſs ro him; as 15 evident 
from the inſtance of cold water , given unto a Prophet, 
or Righteous Man , expreſſed in the following verſe. 


Borkh theſe are implied under this phraſe: of recerving a 


Prophet , viz. His DoRrine , by imbracing, and ſubmir- 
ting to it; and his Perſon, by harbouring,ſuccouring,and 
rclieving him according ro his need. By 


IPay if rhetoing: 3 

By the receiving a Propbeti the \name'of 'a Prophet , is 
meant a fuccouring and relievitig him for his: particular 
Callings-ſake', eo nomine, becaulc he is a ſer. So by 
receiving a Righteous Man in the name of a ' Rightdous Man, 
intenderh rhe ſame rhing 3: namely, -che 'reheving him, 
for bis general Callings-fake', becauſe he: is-& Chriſtian, 
a Child of God, and a Member of Chrifts; ! 

I TI. For the third particular , What 1s: hers meant 
by the Reward of a Prophet, and of a Righteous Man 2 I 
anſwer, Theſe phrafes of- receiving a PFopbet;' and of a 
Righteous Mans Reward, niay be taken Atively; of Paſ- 
fively: Atively, for char Reward: which- a: Propher, -or a 
Righteous Man giveth : Paſftvely ; for char which is by 
God given to the one ,; and*t the other: *The' Reward 
which a Prophet giverh ; is Miniſtefially' ro: preach [the 
Word of Reconciliation ro ſuch as receivettiem .-as Pe- 
ter did to Cornelins, AC. 10.34.896; | To praytor them, 
as Abrabam for Abimelech';, Gen.\20. 7, 17 And twbleſs 
them, as Melchiſedeck bleſſed Abraham, Gen. 19; #9::i  » 

The Reward which a Righteous Man givethy% pri- 
vately ro inſtruct and edifhey-to pray- for and ro be a 
good Pattern and Example of Righteouſneſs Xo: ay AS 
entertain, 'or otherwiſe relieve hitn;7* 775151 0 120.4 

The Reward which % giver ty" God"t0' eirhet of theſe, 
for thar kindneſs which any ſhew unto them , is ſach a 
ſurpaſſing and excellent weighr of Glory, as cannor be 
expreſſed by the rongue of Men, or Angels , yer: diffe+ 
rent in degrees ; as 18-evidenr,.Dati:.i. 2s 15) 

Some take theſe phraſes,,..Of, > dy 0 Cotes and 
a Righteous Mans -axrmds & inthe former wel: - 
and others, Paſſtvely. 1 Conceive it may be taken in 


both. 
The words thus explaitied, Y do afford Uunto%vs everal 


points of Doctrine. Bec IIS 7 
From the Dury here expire ot receivits; fan; re-: 


lieving Prophets, and Righteous Men , with the manner | 


of ſerring ir down, we may obſe1 ve. | SITS 
1. Doct. That all needful ſuccour }; and'\ good. efiter » 
tainment; is to be afforded-to Miniſters'»f*the 


Goſpel. This is the main aye *PYLICIPUB Point 
intended, - 
'B2 2. Doct, 
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ho Dot Chriſtianrkineneſ 1s to be fhewed not only 

-: 40: Miniſters, but. alſo to all the Members of 

Rſs ar ur \bleifed Saviour contents nor 
im(elf ro have mentioned a Propbet , bur alſo 
dderh 4 Righteoys. Man. 

1. LG make up.;the Houſhold of Faith ; to 
whom the Apgftle exhoreehhebriſtions eſpecially ro do 
goes: Gel:bel 95:7 , Pix 

Q,..kroutRbverity WE v> 2 Ra Farther : 2 

A. Yess.:even £0 all. that are .in want , but ecialy 
to ſich as. have a particular, : elation to Chriſt, as being 
his: Members; ar Miniſters; | becauſe Chriſt in them 1s 
after: an-eſpeciat manner. ſigcoured. gnd. relieved. Ir 
willbe therefore; our wiſdom, to take .norice of the ex- 
rent of this Duty ;:apdiin all we do, cither, for Chriſti- 
ans, or others; #o.ſce 10;;it.; that-what we do ,. is done 
for the.Loprds;: and for: Conſcience ſake; ro the one in 
compaſſion.ro his Mewhere yo the other in. obedience 
to his Wifi 033 wits; 
$114; ESA vdecordl BY kindreſs which we - ſhew, ſhall 
our reward: be.” He that: he, Þ ag relieveth a Pro- 
Phe#;:ſhal receive:a Propbers-Reward:: And he. thar re- 
ceiveth and relieverhra Rigbreous Man , , thall receive the 
RT: _ # Righteous Man, Ai 
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a. AE 


-Thaſs RN -OUr SSM ro the "ny 
mer, to anticipate ſom £Y jections which mighr be 
; made-thereypon 3-48 alſoware fully ro explain the fore- 
” mientiqned points. WY; 

x. Obj. May be thus made, "Theſe Preachers and Pro- 
feflers of the Goſpel are bur mean perſons, and little in 
eſteqm,. What great Reward can be expected for cn- 

A As little a they be, be they 4s inconſigerable and con- 
temprible 


| WW, ay of Thriving ” | 5 
temptible as the proud world would make them, yet are they 
not ſo little in the eyes of the Lord, but that be will 'reward 


«ll ſuch as are friendly to them.” ' \ IT REIIDET 

2. 04j.' I myſelf am bur poor , and can.do' but little 
for them. ; 4 IO 

A. Though thy kindneſs :be:never. ſo ſinall,; as fmall 
as a cup of water, and that cold; taken our of rhe River, 
withour any pains or coſt ro-heat ir, yeaibur: ONE cup 
full rhereof,and no more, (ſuppoſing thar'to be the moſt 
thou canſt do for them ) yer it ſhall be rewarded by 
him, who more reſpecterh the willingneſs of the Gi- 
yer, than the grearneſs of rhe' Gift. MICLDEN 

The preateſt difficulry in'the words is, who are here 
meant by litrle ones, for whoſe fake the reward is pro- 
miſed. FÞ2 fg 
By little ones , our Saviour 'meaneth no other than 
ſuch whom in the foregoing verfe he had ftiled Prophets, 
and Righteous Ones. ; TEE} 

They are called Little Ones in rwo reſpects. 

1. In regard of the Worlds efteem of them; © 

2. In regard of their own account of themſebues.' 

Firſt, They are little in''the worlds eye. "The world 
which judgerth nor according to inward worth, hath 
them in low efteem : It fares with the Servants., ' as it 
fared with their Maſter, they-are deſpiſed 4nd rejet- 
ed, and trodden under foor of men.. Of old they were 
accounted Deſolare, and forſaken, Iſa. 62. 4. In the A- 
poſtles rime, the filth of the'wortd;, the off-ſcouring of all 
things, 1 Cor. 4. 13. Experience of all Ages yeriftcth as 
much : Andamong other Ages, ours giveth yor the leaſt 
Evidence to it. 7 j' Er, 

Thar comfort and contentment- which Gods people 
find in the Lord, and rhe light of his Countenance, yea 
that hope they have of finding grace in his eyes, make 
chem the teſs ro mind, and feck after the honour,wealth, 
and promotions of the -world, and commonly they 
have bur lirtſe of ir. Naw;the world..udgeth accord- 
ing to:outward, carthly, worldly glory, it diſcerneth 
nor the ſpiritual glory of-rhe Saints, 1 Fob. 3. 1. 

Judge nor of men according to rhe worlds judgment : 
think riorever” the more meanly of Saints , becauſe the 
£--1S B3 world 
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world: thinksſo.of them: -.They. are. highly favoured 
of the Moſt High : they are. ſuch of whom the world 1 
not worthy ; they are the excelent ones, Plal. 16. 3. Byr 
what ever-they be in deed; in the eye of the world 
they are bur little ones. | | | 
econdly,:. They are little in'their own eyes, Gen. 18.27. 
We read how Abrabam:in ſpeaking ro God, ftiles kim-- - 
ſelf no berter than Duſt.and Aſhes, Gen. 32. 10, Facob 
acknowledgeth himſelf - unworthy , or, leſs than the leaſt 

of Gods Mercies, '- » $ or | 
The, ground thereof may be, becauſe the Saints beſt 
know themſelves, ſince they more thorowly , than 0- 
ther men, ſearch rheir hearts, and obſerve. their ways, 
and compare themſelves with the pure and perfect Law 
of God, and take norice of their inward ſecrer cor- 
ruprions, as'well as of their ourward and vifible rranſ- 
greſitons : And thus come they to know more of them- 
ſelves, than any other can, or way ſuſfe&t of them : 
And this clearer fghr of themſelves brings them down, 
ard lays them low. This made Sainr Pau! to cry our, 
Rom. 7.24. Q wretched man-that I am, whs ſhall-deliver 
me fromthe Body of ths Death? This is a note of true 
Grace, and: of a fanctified heart. They are the Poor 
in” fhirit ; not the Proud in ſpirit, that are Chriſts 
Bleſſed Qnes:, Marth.:5, 3.:; The Falſe Diſciple think- 
eth highly..of; himfelf, and wovuli be accounted nor 


5 wizg@ 4 /ittle one, like. a true Diſciple of Chr.ſt; 


but weyas Tis. ſome $reat ane , like ro Simon Magus, 
AA. $.8; 9. This Spirir is a 'Satanical Spirit. Iry rhe 
Spirir by this note; whether it be of God, or no. 

Bur though all the Servants of God are on the fore- 
mentioned account little ones, yer there are f-me a- 
mong them leſs-than others , as in regard of their Offi- 
ces ard ſtations in the Church; ſome are m higher , 0- 
ther in lower Offices; ſome are in Office, others not : 
Soalfo in regard of their Parts, ard Gifts, and Graces 
Pme are ſtrong, and others are weak ; ſome'the chief, 
others the leaſt of Saints;- fme-as the head, and-others 
bur as the finger , or the foor : and 'tis probable the 


' Text hath the moſt ſpecial reſpect (and the Emphaſis 


of ir is the greater) to the leaſt of all theſe little 'ones; 
X: Sn and 


Way of Thriving, - 
and ſo the expreſſion is, Matth. 25.40. In as much as 
ye have done it unto one of the 7eaſt of theſe, my Bre- 
thren, ye have done it unro me. 

This I the rather take notice of , to give an hint to 
Chriſtians in rheir Charitable Diſtriburions, to have an 
eye to ſuch Miniſters, or Chriſtians, as are more ob- 
{cure , and lefs conſiderable in the World." Poſlibly 
when thoſe of greater worth and remark may taſte 
deeply of their Bounty, every one almoſt hath a kind- 
neſs for them : in rhe mean rime there may be ſome 
poor hidden ones, whoſe worth is lefs, bur cheir wants 
are greater, who being low in thole gifts. or gfaces 
which would commend them to the more publick no- 
rice, are almoſt buried in forgerfulneſs. Ir's rrue, thar 
by how much the more Eminent the perſon is that is 
relieved, (ceteris paribus) by ſo much the more ex- 
cellent the work; yet ſpecial care ſhould be taken, 
thar the more obſcure and leaſt deſerving. among all 
that belong to God, be not forgotten. 

The words thus explained, afford unto us two ſpe- 
cial points of Doctrine. - 

1. Doct. God taketh notice of every of bis Saints, even 
of the leaſt of them, and of kindneſi ſhewed to them. 

Though Foſeph was but a Lad, and 1old as a Slave, 
yer being one of the-Church, cne of the lirrle ones, yea 
minimorum minimus ; yet in Agypt God takes notice of 
him, and of thar kindneſs which was fhewed to him, 
Cen. 32.5. Many other like examples are nored in the 
Scripture ; but none mare fit for our purpote, than rhe 
example of Lazarus, Luk. 16. 20. Though he were a 
vcry poor Beggar, and full of ſores, and defpiſed of 
Dives, and all his Houſhold , yer God took ſuch notice 
of him, as he made his Angels attend him: Yea, God 
roaok notice 'of the kindneſs which the Dogs ſhewed 
him, for their licking of his ſores is recorded ro all A- 
ges. Note thoſe expretiions of the Pſalmiſ?, Plal.40.1 2. 
But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me. 
And again, Pfal. 34. 6. Thx ppor man cryed, and the Lord 
heard bim, and ſaved him out of all his troubles. 

Qu. If you ask, why the Lord taketh norice of eve- 


Ty of his Sainrs ? | 
B g Anf. z, 
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Ani. 1. They are all bis Children, and of his Houſhold ; 


therefore as a tender and carcful Father and Maſter, he 
careth for every one: Yea,they are all Members of the 
Body of Chriſt. [Now the Head taketh care of eyery 
Member, eyen rhe leaſt, and rakerh notice of every: 
kindneſs done ra any of them. Y 
-. 2, They are all by reaſon of grace in them, as Jewels 
and precious ſtones; therefore as a providenr Feweller, 
he will look co every one of them. Yea , that which 
often appeareth leaſt, may be of greater worth; as a 
little Diamond is. of more value. than a far greater 
Pebble. | 

This affordeth a fingular ground of comfort to ſuch 
as in rhis world 'are deſolate , and forſaken : though 
they be lefr alone (as Elijah was, 1 Kzng. 19. 10.) And 
&s a Pelican in the Wilderneſs, or/an Qwl of the Deſert, 
Or as a Sparrow alone upon the bguſe top, as the Pfalmiſt 
expreſlerh, Pſal. 102. 6, 7. yet 4s the Lord with them, 
and rakes care of them. Now if the Lord be with us, 
aud raketh care of us, what need we fear 2 } How 
ſhould rhis incourage us to extend our Charity to any 
one of the Saints, and Members of -Chrift , though 
mean and little in the wopld , and nor able ro recom- 
Pence us : and though none take notice thereof, to con- 
ſider thar the Lord raketh norice , and will abundantly 
recompence every good work , yea the leaſt kindneſs 
we do unto them. Heb. 6. 10. God 1s nor unrighteous to 
forget your work, and labour of love which ye have ſhew- 
ed towards hy Name, in that ye have miniſtred ro the 
Saints, and do miniſter. Where Gods not forgetting their 
labour of love in miniſtring to the Saints, doth imply, 
that as God-raketh norice of rheir beneficence; ſo he is, 
and will be ever mindful of ſuch-and ſuch perſons ro 
ſupporr and fuccour, and every way to do them good. 

And if God will rhus remember thoſe that remember 
the leaſt of his, how will he rake it that rhey are neg- 
lected ?. Beloved, how is it with Gods little ones at this 
day? Is it not very low with many of them ? God 
rakes notice how very low itisz and whether you will 
or no, God will not forfake them ; but (rhar I may uſe 
the words of Mordecai to Eſtber, with fome n—_ 
ib : ft art > TD | ag 8 by er 
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Eſther 4: 14.) if you alrogether hold your hand at-this 
time, relief ſhall ariſe ro chem ſome orher way, but 
you and your houſe (rake heed that word be not veri- 


fed upon you ) ſhall be deſtroyed. Bur who knows 


whether you are came to your Eſtates for ſuch time 
as this ! | | LA 

And thus I come*to the fecond and main poinr of 
Dettrine, Which riſeth from the Reward promiſed to ſuch 
a3 ſhew the leaſt kindneſs ra a Mrniſter, or Righteous 
Man, though it be but a cup of cold water , they ſhall in 
na wiſe liſe their reward. Whence we may oblerve. 

2. Dott. That the leaſt work, of Charity ſhewed to a 
Miniſter, or Righteous man , ſhall be abundantly recom- 
fenced ; end that not only hereafter , but likewiſe here on 
Earth. | 

Thaugh our. baneficence ought to extend unto all 
who are in want, and come Within the verge of our 
knowledge, and pawer ; as Gal. 6.10. According as we 
bave opportunity, let us do good unto ALL men; yer I 
confine my diſcourſe here roMinifters,and Righteous gnes, 
becauſe rhey only are implied under thoſe /itrle ones 


* mentioned in my Texr. 


That merciful men ſhal{ be abundantly recompenced 
hereafter in heaven for their works of Charity , there 
15n2 doubr, being fo clearly expreſſed in the Word of 
Gol, Luk-+6: 9. Make your ſelves friends of the Mam- 
mon of untighteouſieſs , that #hen ye fail, they may receive 
you into everlaſting babitations. And 1 Tim.6.17.Charge 
them that are rich in this world, that they do good , that 
they be rich in good warks, ready to diſtribute , willing to 
Communicate , laying 'up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
foundation againſt rhe rime to come, that they may lay 
hold of Erernal Life. | 

Bur the grear queſtion is concerning tremporal re- 
ward , Whether Chriſtian Charity, rightly. performed, ſhall 
be recompenced here in this life with temporal bleſſings : 
So that whar men give ina way of Charity ; there 1s 
ground to expect , it ſhall be here returned into their 
boſomes again with increaſe, 

I deny not-bur a Charitable man may become poor, 
and be reduced into ſome ſtreights, through Sr, 
EE, _ _negli- 
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negligence in his Calling, or in refpect of ſome ſecret 
fin wherein he liveth, which may juſtly bring a rempo- 
ral curſe upon him : So thar his libexality , in ſuch ca- 
ſes, may not be a ſufficient fence againſt want and penu- 
Ty: Bur this I ſay, That as penuriouſneſs towards the 
Poor is the readieſt way to poverty; ſo Chriſtian Charity, 
rightly performed , is the ſureſt way to plenty and abun- 
dance; it being uſually rewarded with Temporal blel- 
ſings here, as well as with Eternal hereafcer. Where 
is the man to be found, rhar 1s the poorer by whar he 
hath given to the Pogr ? How many are the inſtances 
of ſuch which have mer with ſome /ignal blefings from 
God in this life, as the reward of their liberality ? 

This may ſeem a Paradox to many uncharitable men, 
that giving ſhould be the ſureſt way of getting; and that 
the more liberal any man is, the more likely he us to 
thrive and proſper im the wordd, Yet nothing is more 
clearly laid down in the Scripture, and found to be true 
by the experience of mulrirudes of Gods people in all 
Ages. And IT am verily perſwaded, that there # ſeldom 
any man that maketh Conſcience of this Duty , who grueth 
out ro the Poor proportionably to what God hath beſtowed 
on him, and with an honeſt upright heart; but if he dg 06- 
ſerve the paſſages of Gods Providence towards bim , be 
hall find the ſame--doubled, and redoubled upsn him in 
temporal bleſſings. 1 dare challenge all the world to 
give one inftance, or ar leaſt any conſiderable number 
of inſtances, of any rruly merciful men , whoſe Cha- 
Tity hath undone them. Bur as wing Wells, the more 
rhey are drawn, the more freely rhey ſpring and flow; 
fo the iubſtance of Charirable men doth ofrenrimes, 
if not ordinarily, multiply in the very diſtribution ; e- 
ven as the five Loaves, and few Fiſhes, did multiply in 
rheir breaking and diffributing ; and rhe Widdows Oyl 
increaſed by the pouring it our. | 

Bur theſe bare Aferrions being no full Convictions : 
For the better clearing the rruth of this Doctrine ,'I 
ſhall prove it by Scriprures, Examples, and Rerſons. 

1. For Scripture proofs , there are 'very many both 
km the Old and New Teſtament. Whar the Apoſtle 
faith of Godlineſi, 1 Tim, 4. 8. Ir #4 profitable unro all 

2 | | | | things, 


Way »f Thriving. IT 
things , baving the promiſe of this life, and of. that which 
is to come: The like I may ſay of Charity, Ir is profi- 
table unto all things, having promiſes of Tempor al 
bleſſings, as well as of Spiritual, and Eternal. 

Deur. 15. 10. Thou ſhalt ſurely give unto thy Brother, 
and thy heart ſhall not be grieved when thou gueſt unto 
" yg © him; becauſe that for this the Lord thy God ſhall blef8 

| thee in all thy works, and in all that thou putteſs thine 

| band unto. It is nor thine own labour or care, bur thes. 

| Divine Bleſſing thar makerh rich; and of that bleſſing, 
behold here's a Scriprure-enr#il upan the liberal. And 
the like we have, Pro. 3. 9, 10. Honour. the Lord with 
thy ſubſtance, by woe mn a portion thereof for the re- 
lief of the poor, {9 ſhall thy Barns be filled with plen- 
ty; and azthy Barns, ſo thy Shop, thy Cellars, iWare- 
bouſes, where thou beſtoweſt thy goods, thall be filled 
with abundance; «and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt out with 
new Wine, This ſeemerh ro be an hyperbolical expref- 
ſion, yer it fignifeth no leſs than this, that Gods uſuat 
way is to make good Returns of all we lay out upon bim, 
ani bs; and that our wifeſt way, both for inſuring and 
improving what we have, isto make our ſelves Credi- 
rors-to his wanting Saints. | 

A conpaſlionate hearr, and an helping hand, will ga- 
rher by expending; ſuch g:ving 1s getting , ſuch bounty 
is the moſt-compendious way to plenty. Whereupon 
| the Wile man adderh, Pro. r 1. 24. There s that ſcatter- 

eth, and yet increaſeth; there is that withboldeth mare 
| than is meet, but it tendeth ta poverty. Who is he here 

- rhar ſcartereth ? nor he rhat watts his Eftare upan his 

throat, his back, and his belly, or with the Prodigal 
upon Harlots ; bur he thar caſteth his bread upon the wa- 
ters, as the expreſſion 1s, Eccl. 11. 1. He tbat diſperſerh 
| and giveth to the Poor; as Pſal. 112.;9. This is the 
| ſcarterer in rhar Texr. And whar of /him ? is he waſt- 


ed? i3 he impoveriſhed 2 Behold rje quire contrary : 
the man 1s grown rich, be i increaſed by ſcattering. 
| Let him look ro it char withholderh more than is meer - 
' this is the more likely man of the two ro be found 
ſhortly on the dunghil. If thou wilt fecure thy ſelf 
from beggery, keep nor Gods Beggars from the door, 
| £ nor 


I'2: The Sureft and Safeſt | 
nbr ſend them away empty, whoſe needs, though nor 
their rongues , £ry in thine ears, Give for 'the Lords 
ſhe. Fear: not. ro loſe by laying out: "Thy laying up 
what thou ſhouldſt /ay out , hath the moſt danger in ir. 
The Divine Curſe may wither that in thine hand which 
thau holdeſt: faſt againſt rhe Divine Command. 

In the following verſe we read farther , The liberal 
ful ſhall be. made fat. The Soul is often in Scripture ra- 
ken ro ſignifie-rhe Man; and fo it is here, and is the 
fame as the {iberal man. To be made fat , ſignifies to 
proſper, ito be full, and abound, or to grow rich in this 
worlds goads: And thus ir ſhall be, if rhis Scriprure 
may be credired. Py 

- 'Fhe liberal Soul ] It is in the Hebrew, as you may 
find ir noted in the Margin, the Soul of bleſſing; the 
merciful man is a bleſſing, and hath a bleſſing for ſuch 
\ as need him: and he thar is 2 blefling, ſhall be bleſſed ; 
the Lord God ſhall bleſs him with an increaſe of his 
fubſtance, who hath moſt empried himſelf for him, and 
his.. Ir's rrue ,* that the SOUL of rhe liberal , pro- 
perly raken, ſhall be a gainer by lus liberality: no 
more thriving Chriſtians , than the merciful Chriſtians ; 
what they expend in temporals, is abundantly rerurn- 
ed in ſpirituals: Bur becauſe there is ſo much of Car- 
nal,even in rao many Chriſtians,and we have need of in- 
couragements.ſuired ro our tempers; therefore to our 
fſpiritual' advantages, which are the greateſt, theſe our- 
ward .incouragements are added as often moſt taking 
with our:roo carnal hearts. So rhar rhis is the ſenſe 
of the place : The liberal man, as the reward and .in- 
couragement ' of his liberality , ſhall proſper in the 
world. And as it follows , He that warereth. the ſoul 
of the needy, his waters ſhall nor fail , but he ſball be 
watered alſo himſelf, God will give into him, accord- 
'mg as he hath given our to others. 

: -And for their farther incouragement, ſaith the Wiſe 
man , Pro. 19. 17. He rhat hath pity on the Poor , lend- 
erh unto the:Lord; and that which he hath given, ſhall he 
pay bim again. If that which thou giveſt be repaid 
thee again, how can it be faid to be loft? Indeed rhe 
Poor unto-whem thou giveſt, are not able to repay 
thee 
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thee again, yer having ſuch an-All-ſufficient Surety as 
God himſelf , who hath undertaken; the repayment, 
thou need'{t nor doubt thereof. Oh happy is'thar man 
that becomes a Crediror ro his Creator,:and makes 
God his Debror ! whofe is; the Earth, and: rhe fulne 
thereof, Heaven and Earth ſhall be; emptied , before 
he ſhall wanr a'Royal Paymenr. 7113.2 

Fear not to be an Uſurer; ſo thow kndeſt unro 
God, make him rhy Debtor , and he 'will furely pay 
thee Principal and Intereft. Allow him his crime (for 
chat he will have) and-he will not only pay the Debr, 
bur allow thee for the forbearance. The ungodly bor- 
rowerh, and payeth not again : þur this half never be 
faid of the Righreous' God; he is Juſt, and will make 
good paymenr of whatſoever is lent unto him. 4 

Ir 1s true, the Lord loves to deal apon-Tryſt , and u- 
ſes ro make payment by way of Returns. He will be 
rruſted , and rhoſe thar will not give him Credit , Jer 
them, if rhey can , put their Eſtates inro ſtrer hands. 
And he uſes to pay by the way of Returns, it: may be 
neither in the ſame kind,.nor in the ſame Country. 
Somerimes 'ris ſo thar he pays not in the ſame kind; 
Bread for Bread, or Cloaths for Cloaths, or Money 
for Money ; nor poſſibly may he make his payment in 
this Forreign Land where rhou arr a Merchant adven- 
rurer , bur may give thee his Bill of Exchange to re- 
ceive it in thine own Country, that better Country; 
which is thy Home, and Inheritance; which ſhall be 
the reward of thy works, and labour of love , which 
thou ſheweſt ro his Name. And if he do..thus, does he 
thee any wrong ? Is ir net beſt for thee that thou re- 
ceive thy goods at thy home ? Is it any harm to rhee 
to receive Silver for: thy Brafs ,* Gold fer thy Silver, 
Rubies for thy Gold, a Treaſure in Heaven for thy 
Treaſbre on Earth? Doubr not that he. will be behind 
hand with thee; yer ftick nor, if thou ſhouldit be pur 
ro ir, to wait for payment in full till hereafter : and 
for rhe prefent .this thou mayſt depend upon, from 
Pro. 28. 17. He that giveth to rhe Poor ſhall not lack, 
he ſhall have in hand whar's needful at leaſt. He ſay 
nt lack; and:there may be more in this word , _ 1 
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he had ſaid, IT will preſently pay rhee all : For a! 
that thou haſt, if thou ſhouldft hold ir never fo cloſe, 
cannot ſecure. thee from- ever coming to want; as 
great as thy abundance is, thou mayſt come ro want 
Pofore rhou dieft. Bur what thy abundance cannot do, 
this promiſe of God can and doth for thee, even give 
thee ſecurity thar rhou ſhalr never lack. 

Again, Eccl: 11. 1. Caſt thy bread upsn the waters, 
for thou ſhalt find it after many days. By Bread, is 
here meant all things neceſſary for the ſupporr of mens 
lives, Afhd by caſting their bread upon the waters, is 
meant their giving freely of rthar which they have for 
the relief of the poor, whoſe wa'ry eyes bewray 
their great necefſiry. And though rhar which rhou be- 
ſtoweſt on them, may: ſeem'ro be as clearly loſt and 
caſt away , as that which is thrown down rhe River, 
or caſt into the Sea, where there is no likelihood of 
receiving it again, becauſe given to thoſe who can 
no way recompence thee; whence aroſe thae Greek 
Proverb , bs varus oraerg, Thou ſoweſt upon the water; 
which is uſually applyed ro ſach as beſtow kindneſles 
where they are utterly loſt. 

Yer thou ſhalt find it after many days; Lavater in lo- 
cum ſaich , thar here is implied a promiſe of long life 
ro the charitable, thar God will lengrhen our his days 
to a good old age. Though this falls our true in ma- 
ny, yer I conceive it not to behere intended, nor ro be 
the meaning of the words , bur rather rhis; thar 
though rhy reward doth nor prefently appear , yer if 
thou beſtoweſt thine Alms with a ſincere heart, it ſhall 
nor be loſt, bur certainly be returned into thy boſom 
with increaſe. 

Yer further faith the Lord by the Prophet, Ifz. 58. 
7, 8. KC. If thou deal thy Bread to the bungry, and bring 
the Poor that are caſt out to thy Houſe ;, and when thou 
ſeeſt the naked, if thou cover him, and that thou hide nor 
thy ſelf from thine own fleſh, by turning rhy face from 
him ; rhen (ſee whar a gracious promiſe of fignal bleſ- 
fings follow hereupon) ſaall thy light break forth as the 
gy F; char is, then ſhall rhe night of rhine adverfi- 

y be difpelled, and the day-ſpring of thy hy = 4 
rea 
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break forth as the Morning. light , and thy Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall go before thee ;, that'1s, ' the fruit and reward 
of thy Charity ſhall be viſible: ro all: the Glory. of the 
Lord ſhall be thy Rereward; thatis, the God of Glory 
ſhall by his Power and Providence both go before 
thee, and follow rhee with his blefſing. And verſe 10. 
If thou draw out thy foul to the bungry, and ſatisfie' the 
afflited foul; thatis, afford that hearry relief unro-him 
which ſkall farisfe neceſſity, then ſhall thy light riſe in 8b- 
ſeurity , thy adverſity ſhall be rurned into proſperity, 
and the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfie thy 
ſoul in drought , as thou didft fatisfie rhe poor mans 
Soul by ſupplying his wants , ſo. the Lord will ſupply 
rhee with a ſufficiency in the greateſt Dearth and. Fa- 
mine; and make fat thy bones ; and thou ſhalr be as a 
watered Garden, and like a ſpring of mater, whoſe wa- 
ters fail not; an Emblem of a flouriſhing and proſpe- 
rous eftate, which doth uſually follow and accompany 
merciful men. THO Y 

Yea our bleſſed Saviour , Matth. 19. 29. promiſerh, 
thar ſuch as for his ſake ſhall this or any other way 
part with their Eftates , or any. part or portion of 
them, ſhall receive an bundred fold here, and inherit 
Eternal Life bereaſter : Here in this life he ſhall have 


' the return of an hundred fold , which many Chriſtians 


have found rrue in their own experience, and with 
thankfulneſs re God have acknowledged as much. 

And what variety of expreſſions doth our Saviour 
ufe in Luke 6. 38. to affure us of a large reward here 
of all our labour of love ſhewed to his Miniſters and 
Members * Give, faith he, and it ſhall be given to you 
again good meaſure , preſſed down , and ſhaken together, 
and running over, For your incouragement unto this 
duty of giving to the Poor, our Saviour firftannexeth 
2 general promiſe of rerurn; Give, and it ſhall be gi- 
wen to you again; Where he giveth you a Bill of bis 
hand, that you ſhall be no loſers by what you give ro 
his Poor , bur ſhall be repaid , and that with advan- 
rage, as the following words declare; You ſhall have 
good. meaſure , preſſed down , ſhaken together , and run- 
ming over. We account ir good meaſure when it is 
| heaped 
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heaped up : but when it is not' only heaped up , but. 
preſſed down, that is ' ſhore: bur when it is heaped 
up , -preſſed down, and. running over again, who 
can bur fay; that this'is good meafure indeed ? 
Yer- ttivs God deals wirh. merciful men , they ſhalt 
kave: mercies and. bleſſings beaped up, preſſed. down, 
aud rigining over.” How truly then may. 1 rake up the 
words of rhe Pſalmift ; Bleſſed is he that confidereth the 
Poor; he ſhall nor only be blefſed ,_ bur he ſhall have 
bleffings heaped up, and running over; .which the Apo- 
ſte-S; Paul exprefleth very Empharically , by the S:- 
milirude of Reaping and Sowing, 2 Cor. 9. 6. He. that 
fowetb ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly; but be which ſow- 
eth bountifully , [hall reap bountifully. As men fow , ſo 
thall rhey reap; the mare liberally they give ro good 
uſes , rhe more bountifully they fhal} receive from 
God : they ſhall find a plencifut Harveſt, as the fruir 
of alt. rheir coſt and pains. Dr. Hammond in his Pra- 
cical Catechiſm, quoring rheſe words of the Apoftle, 
He that foweth boantifully, ſball reap bountifully , addeth 
this Gloſs; © By reaping bounrifulty, ] conceive is meanr, 
* not only Gods abuudant Retributions of Glory in another 
© World, but even by payments of temporal plenty, and 
* blefſings here, to thoſs who have been willing to make that 
© Chriſtian uſe of that Barthly Talent commirted to their 
* Stewarding. Fes 

Thus you ſee rhere are ſo many promiſes bort' in 
the Qld and New Teſtament of temporal, as well as 
of fpiritual and eternal bleſfings ro the merciful , that 
there can be no queſtion made of the rruth of the Do- 
Erine. 'And ro ufe the expreſſion of the foremention- 
ed Doctor : By dll thofe teſtimonies. from the Word of 
God, both in the New and Old Teſtament , I conceive this 
DoRrine as clear af. any in the Scripture ; © That the pro- 
* miſe of temporal plenty to the liberal is ſo diſtint and in- 
« fallible, that it can br ne leſs than 1. 4 very groſs igno« 
rance of plain Scripture not to obſerve it; and 2. Ait at 
of arrant Infidelity, net to believe it. . 

Though theſe proofs of Scriprure are ſufficient ro 
convince any Chriſtian of. the rrurhi of the Doctrine, 
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yet for you? furafe er 4446p) 1 thall briefly give 
you the Judg both of ſame ;ancient Fathers, a and 
modern Divines concerning the fame. 

Non. qut habet &: Servar , ſed gut. tmpertit eſt Dives, iS 
;mperzitio, _ _—_ poſſeſſie divites fecit. | Clemens 
Alexand. Pda 3. Not he thar poſſeſſerh, wealth, 
and keepg ir +. = ur he [thar.- diſtributerh-iry-is 
rich : neither is ir the having, bur the laying out. of 
riches, thatimakes men rich: FRY 

Terrena omnia Seruvando entitimus p Conn "SOSA 


Aus, Ifiodorus. ' We loſe all earthly rhings by keeping 


them, and by igiving them away we keep them. , _.; --. 
Lucrum eſt cgems dare, faith St. Baſil. Irs the beſt 


way of rhriving-to- give to them thar are in want, 


\, Farundus eft ager pauperum, Cito reddit donantibug fri 

fun, Ang. Serm. de' Divite. The field of the poor is very 

fruinful , and qty yieldeth an increaſe co the chari- 

rable.' - 

- The fame Farher i in his-2% Sermon de verbis Domint, 

brings i in Chriſt ſpeaking thus, Da mibi ex eo quod ded 

tibi, habuiſti me largitorem, fac me debitorem &Cc.. Give 

rome of that which I have given ro thee; I have been. 
thy befiefator, make me thy debtor, become an .Vſurer 


ro me, an4l will pay thee with advaritage. And in 


one of his Epiſtles, Da nodicum ut recipigs centuplum. 
Give a lirrle,' and rhau ſhalr receive a hundred fold. FL 
Da pauperi ut :detur tibi, quicquid pauperi dederis tu 
babebis, uod non dederis, habebir alrer, Give to the 
jad it ſhall be. given to rhee...:Wharſoever thou 

piveſt to the poof, thou ſecureſt-ro.thy ſelf : whar thov. 
wirhholdeſt, another ſhall poſſe S, Pet. Raven Serm, 
quodam. ; 7 
Deus big ſalvit hoe feenus, flilh cet ſemel; in teri 7 #- ecunds, 
incelo. In terra enim eleemoſynartis. multiplicat.. .ohes, in - 


-celo autem longe plura, & majora rependit... God:twice 


pays whar's lent to him, oncein this: world, by. mulris. 

plying the .wealch\.of Alm#givers:;.3nd. then in heaven, 

he pays ir'over and mon Cornelius « Lapid. if Pro. 
104. 3 41 Rx 4, 


Þr. Hammond in'tis Sermon on, 
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© mercifullneſswis hever the waſting” or I/ſening of any 
* mans eftate, to-himje/fior' his poſterity), but rather the 
« encreaſing of it. And! thereupon addeth,! If I have 
_ ©delivered-a mew Do#rine, \which'will nor preſently be 
* believed, Suchas every Audirour will nor confenr ro , 
© ' doubr-not but” there! be” plain texts of ' Scripture, 
*More thaty one, which will aſſure every g—_ of 
* the truth-of ir. Conſider themar your Jeiſure, Pſa. 
*41. 1, 2. Pſal. 112. all ro this purpoſe. ; Pro.. 11. 25; 
*& 2.9. & 19, 17.'& 28; 27. © Add'to theſe the words 
"of Chrift.'* Mark 10. 30. which thouph more generally 
* delivered of any kind of -parting with poſſeſſions for 
© Chriſts ſake, are applyed by Sr. Hierom:, to the words 
* of Solomon. Pro. 11. 24. There is that ſcattereth,and yet 
*increafeth , quia cenruplum accipiunt in boc tempore, 
P.aonyy faith he ,they reccive: an. hundred'fold:in this 
world: is Fi | it: 
_ © All theſe being put rogether, muſt, ſaith he, (romy 
© underſtanding ) make it as clear to any that ;acknow - 
* ledge thefe for Scripture,'as if God ſhould call ro-a 
* fan our of heaven by name. and bi him relerve that 
* poor man, ani be ſhoutd never be the poorer for it &C.; .; 
_ Afterwards in preſſing upon his Auditors the duty 
of Alms-giving, '* This, faith he, 'T am-refolved' on, tis 
© want of belicf, and- nothing elſe, thar keeps men from 
* the practice of this dury. Could this one| Mountain 
'©be'rernoved, the leſſening of our wealth; that alms giving 
*1$ acchfed- of ; couid thar one Scandal to fleſh: and bloog 
" be Picked ont of the! way,: there 15. no other Dev1l 
"would "take the urintercifut - mans'-part, no other 
*rempration -mbleſt' the alms-giver.. fs 
_ *And ler me tell you, thar you have no more evi- 
* dence for!" the truth of Chriſts. coming, for all the 
P fundamentals of wr faith; on which .you. are Content 
= your Salvation ſhoutd:» depend, - than ſuch as I have 
*piven: yalu for your Security in this point, _ 4, 
-* Dr: Ferers Tailor. in! his: Rules of b6{y-living, treating 
of Als, Sea. 8:atrrongother Motives thereunto , hath 
this. * Thar portion of our eftare, our of which.a 
"rent. or-a-fifth} or0a.rrentieth; or ſome. offering ro 
"God Far Religion;.atd the: poor, goes forth , certainly 
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returns! with: a great bleſling uponall che reſt. - Ir is 
like. the effuſion of oy] by the :Sydonian women, as long 
as.ſhe- poures into empty. veſlels:, it could never. ceaſe 
running: Or like the widdows bzrrel/ of meal, it conſumes 
nor as-1ong as ſhe fed the Prophet: Foy op 

Mr. Hilderſham in his 22th, Lecture on  Pfal. $1. 


ſpeaking of alms-giving, ſaith. {it is a Duty that God 


bath \made” greates:promiſes unto, than to any other. almoſt © 


that a Chriſtian can perform.::» And three ſorrs of promi- 
ſes there. be thar:are madeunto.1t. Firſt, That: it ſhall 
never hinder,nor begger a man; That that rs thus. given hall 
not be loſt, yea, it will rerurn again with advantagg-and 
increaſe: Yea, thar that is: thus given. will bring Gods 
bleſſing upon all: rhat we:have beſides, Deur. -15. 10. 

: Dr. Thomas .Facomb,. tn his Sermon on Matth. 5. 7. 
preached arrhe Spirtle- 1657. ſairh, God will return to 
the Merciful man whar he gives ro; the-poor, he. will 
reward him in kind; thar look: whatever -ir-is that he 


 beſtows, it ſhall be inthe very kind madeupro him a-- 


gain ; many have found this to be true: inthe Morning” 
they have given,it may be, five ſhillthgs, and before nigh 
Gad hata brought them in inexpedtedly twenty for ir.” 
The-beſt way for a man to encreaſe bis eſtate is Charity : 

Money here like-the widdows oyl,- the more tis- poured 

out, the more 1r doth: increaſe 5 &c. And p., 264 No' 
man ſhall be the poorer atthe years end for wharhe lays: 
out upon the poor; you ſhall 
and improvment for it too. * - 


'\The Author of the whole Duty of man, treating of- 


Alms in Parrition 17. faith,'* There is bur one:Objectiorn 
*ro.be made againſt a. cheerful ' giving of Alms, and 
© that is The danger of impoueriſhing ones felf by; what one 


* zrves. To which he anſwers in theſe words 37 that: this: 


*is ſure a vain ſuppoſition,, God Having. particularly: 
promiſed the contrary to: the .charitable : That ,r ſhall 


© ;ring bleſſings an themgeven in theſe outward, things. The 
*iberal ſoulſhell be made fat, 65-he that wateretb;ſhall be 


* warered alfo. himſelf, Prog 13:25. He that:;givetb to the 


* pqar,; ſhall: not lack, Pro; 28.27; And many. the like 


*rgxrs \chercare, ſo-thar-one-may-truly ſay: ,” Fhis Ob-; 
* jection-is, grounded indirect moor The: ſhort of i A 
"03 "1 


have your money: again, 


20! The Surefband Safeft' 
*is, we dart fot truſt! God; for this giving to: the : 
* poor ;" 8 directly. the -purring. our wealth: info ' 
© his hands: He-that givethbto- the Poory lendeth; un- 
© to the Lord, Prov, 19.17. and that 100-0n ſolemn ; 
* promiſe of repayment z'as it follows: in-rhac verſe; : 
© That which be bath given., will he 'pay\ "bin again. 
Ir is amongſt men rhoughr a great .difparagement , - 
* when we: refuſe: ro-truft them : 1t ſhews;;. we eirher 
* think them nor ſufficienr, or-not honeſt : How.vile an 
© affront is i then to God;;'thus to diftruſt him-? Nay 
* indeed, how horrid blaſphany, to dovubr. the ſecuriry 
© of thar for which he has thus expreſlypaſt.his word, 
* whois the Lord of all, atid rherefore cannor be inſut- 
© ficiett; and who is the God of Truth, and rherefore : 
* will nor fail romake poodhiz promiſe ? Ler nor- then 
* that Infidel fear of furure wanr contract and ſhiur up + 
© thy Bowels from thy poor Brother; for though he be + 
* never like ro*pay, yer God becomes. his'Surery , and 
© enters Bond with him,and will moſt aſſuredly pay thee |, E 
*with increaſe. BATIETS | 
. © Therefore ir is {F far from being damage to thee 
* thus ro give; that it is thy great advaritage. Any man- 
*xvould rather chufe ro put his Money im ſome fure 
©hand, where he may:both improve, and be certain of 
©jr at i8-ne&d, than-ro ler ir lie. unprofirable by him , e- 
*ſpecially-if he be in danger bf Thieves, or other acci- 
*gents, by which he may probably loſe ir. Now- alas! 
* all that we poſlefs is in immmenr danger of tofing; in- 
*numefrable accidents rhere-are, which may:m an in- 
* ftanrÞyiriza rich manto/beggery : . He rharidoubrs this, * 
© ler him bur read rhe ſtory. of Fob, and he will there 
* fiad-an' Example of it. And therefore what ſo pru- 
© dent-e6nrfe can we rake for our wealth, as: to pur ir 
© out of the reach of thoſe accidents, by thus lending ro” 
* God; where we may be ſhre; ro find/it ready at our 


©oreareſt need; and rhar roo'With' improvembnt and in- 
* creaſd'22In' Which reſpect it is, thar rhe-Apoftle com- 
© pare$s Alinis to Seed, 2 Cor.: gi to. We k ir is the” 
©naroye oF Seed thr is Fown, ro mulriply:antmcreate; | 
"anti {do alfour #75'ofi Mercy, they returnmoringle” | 
"and HakedFtowus; Sur brivg in thoir ſhedvesavirtrhem, | 
> 1 ; c 2 2 


Way of Thriving- 5 2r 


# 2, moſt-plenteous and: bountiful Haryeſt. God deals 


* nos wirh.our Alms, as wae'roo often do with-his Gra-. 
* ces, Wrap them up ina Napkin, ſo thar-they:thall ne- 
© ver bring in.any advantage to us, but makes us. moſt 
* rich Returns : And therefore;ye have all reaſon moſt 
«chearfully, yea joyfully, ro ſet to rhis Dury, which we 
* haye ſuch-invitations to, as:well in reſpect of our own 
* Intereſt, as our-Neighbours needs. - 

. Thus have you the truth of the point proyed',-both 
by Divine and Humane Teſtimonies. I ſhould now pro- 
cced tro give you ſome inſtances for the farchet: confir- 
mation thereof : - Bur 1 muſt beſeech you firſt ro” rake 
theſe rwo Cautions. - 31 
.-.1, Not to aſcribe the Reward to-any Merit of Your good 
works, but only ta the free Grace, and rich mercy of God. 
It is his rich Mercy that we have wherewithal to give, 
and his free Grace:that we: have an hearr to give , and. 


his abundant goodneſs thar he accepterth our Warks of 


Charity, and rewardeth them with all ſorts; of:blef- 


© ſings, both Temporal, Spirirual, and Eternal :; Burwe 


cannot merit any thing at his hand, by: giving him that 
Which is his own. BE. | Fete 11; 
2. Though our Alms-deeds are ſacrifices acceptable and 
well-pleaſing unto God through Chriſt; and though he hath 
bound himſelf by many gracious promiſes ro reward 
the ſame both here, and hereafter ; yer far be ir from 
us to perform them meerly our of hope of reward, bur 
rather for Conſcience ſake; in obedience to the Command 
of God, (who hath-:required them at our hands.). and 
in teſtimony of our thankfulneſi unto him, for what he hath 
graciouſly beſtowed on us. As we are commanded ro 
obey rhe Magiſtrate, nor ſo much for fear of puniſhment, 
and hope of reward, as for Conference ſake , in obedience 
tothe Command of God, Rom. 13. 5. ſo ought we ta 
gdiſtribure our Alms, nor ſo much for the reward fake, 


* 


*as out of Conſcience for the Lords ſake. 


I deny nor-bur Chriſtians in their well-doing, may for 
their incouragement have refpect to the recompence cf 
reward, bur nor only, and chiefly. The chief and prin- 
Cipal Ends we ſhould aim ar in all our good works, are 
the glory of God, and obedience to by Command, Our re- 

; : C3 EE 


22 | The Swveft and Safeft 
ſpect to the recompencd of reward;: ought tobe ſubor- * 
dinare unto theſe... The truth is, this Temporal reward ' 
ſhould. nor/fo much be Iboked on, as' an'4rewnent to 
perfiwade us ro give, .bur'as an Anſwer of as Objection 
againſt giving; - Thou wilt be ready to fay , T may wanr 
irmy ſeif, or mine may wanr,ir: Bur 'do bur believe 
thar God will repay thee, 'and.with overplws;' and then 
that doubr will be raken our of the way. - POIAS 

:* Theſe rwo Cautions premiſed ,: I ſhall proceed in rh 
confirmation of. the point from the examples of many 
charitable perſons, who have in temporal mercies been 
abundantly recompenced for the kindneſs they have 
ſhewed ro rhe Miniſters and Members'of 'Chrift.  -- } 
« The Widdow of Sareptab' nouriſhed the'Prophet E!:- 
74h in her houſe, during rhe whole time of. Farnine : and 
how did the Lord-abundanrly recompence this her Cha- 
rity., by his miraculous preſerving ahd- increaſing her 
Meal and Oy], whereby her Fanuly was nouriſhed. As 
alſo by reſtoring her:Sow'ito 'life-again , afrer his Soul 
was deparred ? 1 King; 19. 232. And. by cauſing the 
Prophet to continue with her many Months, to feed her 
ny with ſpiritual , as the had his Body with corporal 

; How abundantly was the Shunamite's k 
_ Prophet Eliſha recompencet ? Tr” 
' I. By the gift of a:Son after long barrenneſ. k. -0418 
2. By reſtoring her San'to life again' when he was dead, 

2 King. 16. T0 B44: EB L215 | : 

3. By forewarning her of a Famine approaching , 
2 King. 8. 1,4. ET I Ie FL 
'  4- By the reſtoring -of her Houſe and Land, loſ# in her 

long abſence, by reaſ1n of the Famine, 2King. 4. 28. 

. Notable is the inftance of Fob. Whar a merciful man 
he was. we may read Chap. 29. 12, 13, 15. I delivere# 
tbe Poor that cryed, and the Fatherleſs, and. him that bad 
none to help him. The bleſſing of him thas was ready to pe- 

. Fiſts Came upon me , and I Cauſed the Widdows beart to 
ſing. for joy. Imas eyes to rhe blind, and feet I was to the 
tame; I was a Father to the Poor. . And Chap. 31. 16. 6 

22. If T have withheld the Poor from' their deſire, or have 
Cauſed the .eyes of the Widdow to fail ,- ar bave eaten my 
» F o | . 4 o& , : 5: C morſel 


indneſs to the 


morfel algne'; gnd the (Fatberlefs, hath: not: eaten-thereof; = 
If I bawtiſetn any periſh for 'want (of. eigathingy. wor; any 
| Poor--withour cdvering; If bis :loyns hirve;not-blefſea;me, 
and if ihe were not: warmed mith thei fleece of my. ſheep, 
- Then tet mine arms fall from-my;ſboulder-alade;,and mine 
arm 'be broken from the. boveo :Thave- tranſcribed; his 
own words thus ar large, that I might ſer rhjs wapthy 
- partern before the Readers eyes. i 1 ht. 
Bur you. wilt fay, whar became of this merciful man? 
did he proſper ?- did he flouriſh, : and:;graw: great;? who 
10: poor as pooriFob :3frer all. theſe. acts; of; -mercy ? 
How long after was it, that we find this mercifut man a 
miſerable man , ſtrip'd naked of all char, even. he-had ? 
-Bur firſt, it-was nor his own mercy,. but Satzys+malice 
thar broughrhim down: Ir:-was the Devil cha fee: the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans.upon him ,-t0 plunder and; carry 
away all tharhe had. And fecord(y, what became of. Fob 
afrerwards, after Satan had done” his worſt ?: Y.ou.may 
read, Chap. 42.-10. &c. That-the Lord turned the: Capti- 
vity of Job, 'and gave. bim twice ſo:much as be' bad before, 
and bleſſed bu latter end more than: hs deginning , for he 
had fourteen thouſand ſheep, and fix thouſand Camels: « 
thouſand yoke of Oxen, and-a thouſand She-aſſes : He had 
alſo ſeven Sons, and three Daughters. {0c 
A. 28. 7. Weread how Publius, the chief man of the 
Iſland of Melita (into which 5. Paul, and. many- others 
with him were caſt by Shipwrack)-received and lodged 
them three days courreouſly : And in the next verſe, we 
read how the Father of Publ/ius, when he lay defperate- 
Iy ſick of a Fever, and Bloody-flux, was recovered by 
S. Paul, and reſtored ro his former health. So like- 
wiſe the kindneſs which the barbarous people of thar 
Ifland ſhewed unto Paul, apd his. Fellow-travellers, 
was recompenced with the cure of many of their ſick 
bodies. | SEE 7 
'To theſe examples recorded. in Scripture, I ſhall 
add a few more our of Ancient and Modern writings. 
- S. Alban (whom Mr. Fox in his: fart Tome mention- 
eth amongſt rhe Marryrs who ſuffered for the Name 
and Cauſe of Chriſt ) having received a poor perſecu- 
red Miniſter into his houſe, was by his godly life and 
IM = gracty 
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others write of him: -His Kindnel(s-to a-poor i\perſecu- 
red* Miniſter, was recompenced not RC 


verſion'to the true Rellgion; bur likewiſe with the ho- 


nouy of Marryrdome. 5757 17 $2 nts 5 7 
S. Auſtin having ſer forth rhe :mercifulneſs-and liberg- 
lity' of Conftantine the Gregr,, ſaith ;- Boks: Dews ;iCon- 
ſtantiniim Magnum rants terrens: implevit muneribus, &cC. 
God pave Conſtantine, thar mereiful Prince , :more 
wealth"than heart could with, for his bounty ro the 
_Poor-i Aug. de Civitare Dei, l. 6... oo ? 
_ <Dri Hammond in. his ferementioned:Treatife menti- - 
©oneth an ancient ſtory'ouriof Cedrenus, of :4 Few,' who 

© uponFeading thoſe words of Selomon, Pro..19. 17. He 
*that bath pity upon the'Poor, lendeth into the Lord, and 
"'that which be bath given; will be: pay him: again; reſol- 
"ved'to try , Whether God would be. as good as his 
© word; thereupon'paye all tharhe had bur rwo pleces 
© of filver to the Poor; and then: waited and expected 
* ro ſee ir'come apain : Bur being nor preſently anſiver- 
* ed inthar expectationygrew-'angry ,and- Wenr up- to 
* Feruſalem to expoſtulare with God for. nor performing 
©his promiſe. [Arid going-on his way, found rwo men 2 
* ſtriving, ingaged walking oper quarrel, abaur a 


. 
"_— 


* Stone , thar borh walking tagerher had found in rhe 
* way, and ſo had both equal righr ro it; bur (being bur 
"One, and not capable of being divided) they could nor 
* both enjoy : and therefore; ro make. rhem'friends , he 
© having rwo' pieces of ftlver, doth upon contract divide 
* themberwixr the Contetiders, and hath rhe Srone in 
* exchange for them. Having ir, hegoes on his journey, 
* and coming to Ferufzlem, ſhews ir the Goldſmirch, who 
©rells him, tharir was a Jewel of great value, being a 
© Stone fallen, and loſt out-of the High-Prieſts Ephod, to 
© whom if he carried'ir,, he ſhould certainly receive a 
« preat reward. Hedid ſo, and accordingly it proved. 
* The High-Prieft rook ir of him, gave him a great re- 
* ward, and witha! ſharply reproved him for queſtioning 
* the truth of Gods promiſes, bidding him truſt'God the 
*NeEXT Time, * - PE, pe 0” Poon 


money} Me ong T m, 0h 
Supply the eeiherel. > 'Ppoy, - "Ani -praſently fee hbw 
Providence orderedie! Immediately affarhe had given 
much [this way, under; a Marble Tabje which: Was taken 
up, he: Found a great. Þ'reafore , and pico 2m = 
him ree-of rhe death of 0 Narſes « Za 8/VOT rich man, | 
who had given his le ERare unto h 

Famovs:is the ftory of; thar charinable Biſhop of Mitl- 
lain. , who as he was travelling wich his Servant, over- 
rook.ſome poor, people who begged an; Alms of: him : 
whereupon he a$ked his man whar Money he had abour 
him, 'who anſwered, Three Crowns z Which he command: 
ed-him ro give unto ;ghem: bur the Servant thinking 
himſelf wiſer rhap his 'Mafter, gave. them bur'rwo 
Crowns, not knowing whar agcafzons They-might- have 
for'Money before: they. gorhome. - "on jong after, ſome 
Noblemen meeting the:Bijhop,,: and-knowing him ro:be 
a; very/'charicable-man;, appointed;zwahungred. Crownt 
ro be paid ro-the Biſhops! Seryanr for: his-Maſters: uſe. 
The Servant havirig; received rhe Money, preſently 
with _ great - joy - acquainted | his Maſter - therewith ; 
whereupon ſaid the. Biſhop, 'Thou mayſt now ſee how in 
wronging-'the Poor of their due , by keeping: back rhe 
thir&Crown which I intended them ,- thou haſt like- 
wife wronged me'; Ft.enim tres dediſſe 4 » 'tIrecentos acce- 
piſſes, &c. If thou- hadſt given 'thoſe | three: Crowns I 
commanded thee to giyt, thouhadft: received-three bun- 
dred. Crowns , Whereas: now TI have buf. #vo. Melanc. : 
apud Job. Manlium in;Lec.Com. > 

Ic +18: recorded-of Mary the Wife of dewrader: Fer- 
neſe;Prince of Parma; that being Childleſs , the concei- 
ved: an hope, that-if ſhe would 'rake- into her houſe 
ſome Orphan; orpoor mans Child, and there train him 
up, God would beſtow a Son upon her. — 

c 
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_ fie rook #poor'mans Sonints' hereare, and gaye order 
For his education? and/ according to her expectation, ar 
-NineMonetts end ſhe was' delivered of 2 Son.” 
- Suitable likewiſe ro this /poinr'is the ſtory of 'one Fobr 
Stewart Provoſt-of Hire in Scotland; whomas eminent. 
forpieey'& charity. - 'He had a conſiderable'eſtate lefe 
him bys his Father; of whick he gave a great'part ro 
the poor and other: charirable uſes. "T's paſs by: many - 
T ſhall mention” only one. His heart - on 'a rime bein 

much affected-wirh- the wants and neceſſiries 'of mar 
of | Gods people, -who were ina ſuffering'condifivn;" he 

| ſenderhfor/divers: of them to 'Edingburgh, where boitig 
mer; and ſome fire fpent in prayer, he made them pro- 
miſe nor ro reveal: what” he was about ro do, fo long 
as he lived: and rhen rold thenthe was not ignorant in 
what a'low' coridition many ofrhem'Were, and'therefore 
hehad broughs ſsme money with him; to lend each/of 
them, yer -fo as they ſhould'neyer offer ro repay” it till 
he required the fame ; Soon after. this, ſach a' plapue 
brake fortlin 43r,-the place of his abode, thar trade 
muchdecayed;and/he hiitnſelf with &thers were redy- 
ced to ſtraits: *'Whereupon/Some'of rhe Prophatie 'in 
thac place 'derided- him; "faying/,':-that* Religion” had 
made him poor, and his-giving'fomych ro'orhers/ like a 
fool, had broughr him ro'Want,: Bur mark whar-fol- 
lowed. Having borrowed httte: money; he departs 

_ from -ire. to: Rechef iti Frante; where Salt and: other 
commadities beingexceedingheap'for want of trading, 
he advenrured to fraught a-ſhip;''and loaded her upon 
Credit; and 'then went back again through - England 
unto 4+ in 'Scotldfid, having ordered the ſhip to'come 
thither.: Bur after: long expeCttarion -he was infofmed 
for cerrain:, that his ſhip'was raken'by a "Turkiſh. man 
ofwar , the report whereof did exceedingly afflict him, 
not becauſe he knew notthow'to: be abaſed, as well as 
as how to abound , bur out of "fear, thar' the mouths. 
of wicked meri'would be the. more opened to: the re-. 
proaching of his profeſſion and Chariry. Bur Soon after, 
ridings was brought him thar his ſhip was fafely arri- 
ved ir the 'Road, and upon: his going forth ſaw it was 


atruth. "And through Gods good Providence, -as i 
ns | | Wt reward 


book; called, F dag 


Way or Thing of 

reward of his chari ry. he mate {6 thudh''of 
hed Bets ip "that after ye pay 
debts;*he had* rwenr chouſand m 'for 
Though his bread w ol bent No eh T: , and ro; 
pearence loft, yer after" Than apy, ys ir rerurne@' Ber 


Fit great ady ry I-Hrely read fin 
| Iflling of the 7 ures, | 


F eral pore and ro ſer Bk NE f Fs ods k 

tion His words artheke, *< He was a:Manh eminenr, 

- Exe plary in the grace! of charity ;- as appeared by ki 
{gear bounty" mmanifdted on' every :occafion. RR 
* any good rtfan, *'Miniftey or other, -came_to proponnid 
ay work'of Charity, publick or private, , thar needed 


Tdd'Mmy more aſſo -propound jr: Fot his En: 
<ſo/fer ypor works of mercy thathe” prevenred ithpor- 
© unity; byhis Chriftian ah. Hetoick liberality.” 'He 
Ree ne ho "more of givirig ren pounds ro a work of Cha- 
, "than many 'other. rich men _make bf giving teh 

«ſi lings.” 'His Charity had two firigular concomirants: 
© which made if the more. Kr and Pree 
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l « Faith, and an evidence thar we can Guſt k God with 


* our eſtate, and our ——— that ke will provide for 
rhem 
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= he g —— when he came. £0. dyc ,28 
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© Eh 4h re;; cannot give... Sg, had Mr. 
*oy > BB F? A, children, alive - at; his. dearh; 
be providing chem was $0 plrudtiog) ro his 
no nor prejudice ro his Children, bug did xart oa 
Re bleſſing upon them- - 
A Pha; ens Money and. Draper. of London, Was, | 
pnally charitab Ks t: only 7 his, death, .bur-in the 
'hole courle. of his >, CVEN from, his YOURgET YEArs.: 
DAG. Ihe. wr a: .of yain-glapy 21 his, manner- Was, 
T9: palm wy fmms. of. mony. ro ſeveral,pagr 
by the © hands of gathers in Who hoſe fait Yip s. 
IE con . Whereypon God. did nor. only-b 
na with 2 Jange. eftate ,; bur lijax wife gave him Th 
fs ategnels . therein, that he fate down-abundantly 


<d.;, and wade a ſolemn wow aud promiſe, unto God, 
Food giye.the ſurpluſage. of: his 'eſtare, what- 
rit was that forthe fyrure ſhould accrew unto, him 
MEL g calling and emplo > 5mm , to charirable uſes. 
Thar youmay be afſyred o 
| en. yau his own expreſſions cranſeribed ur of his: 
F Fi Will god Teſtament, which are as follows. 
Thought fit ta-declare,that ahout went y ears paſt;imben - 
the Lor 'bad entruſted. me. with giconvenient eſtate; bt- 
cient: To maintain bd, charge, and, afford fit portions 
or My wi 's and children, after my deceaſe.; I reſolued 
that what further op the Lord ſhould be pleaſed ta en- 
Irat me with, to beſtow the ſame on charitable uſes. 
1: After this vow finding his eſtate wonderfully —_— 
ay” | _ 


the-rruth therof, I have here 
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ſtreams thereof ſeen, but the Fountain" contealed. Has 
ving builr his 4/ms-bouſes , and endowed them. with. a 
good Revenue; then with the remainder of his Poor's - 
Srock, (which daily increaſed through Gods bleſſing tips 
on his. pains and endeayours in his Calling ) he rehie- 
ved poor people, and Families, With conſiderable ſums of 
Money; and gave much Bread Weekyy to the Poor of ſe- 
veral Out-Periſhes. All this he did whileſt yer living 3 
beſides whar he gave upon the like: account at- his 
dearh , which was alfo very conſiderable ; as further 
appears by his Will. Notwithſtanding all which , he 
gave-and lefr ro his Wife, and-his two Daughters, above 
ren thoyſand pounds. | This queſtionleſs; is the ſureſt 
way to have our WILLS performed ;, to ſee them 
performed in our life-time 3 tn regard that many Exe- 
curors: prove Executioners of W I:L LS: > 3%, 
William Pennoyer Eſquire, Cirizen and Merchant of 
London ,: a perfon wholly. compoſed; of mercy arid. x0od- 
meſs ; baunty and: liberality , which, 'he expreſſed in the 
whole courſe of his life,: even from tus-firſdſecting up in 
the world. Many years before his:death;,: he. turned 
rear part of the Stock! wherewitLihe. traded , !into- 
.ands of :-Inheritance/,.:t6. rhe value .of four bundre8 
Pounds per anmim; \ and being emineritly ———_— + 
; , live 
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Hved as Fogeny 8s tie could, ſpending abourtworhun- 
dred' pounds' a year 'upon himſelf, Wife, and Family. 
and the remaimng'parr of his Incomes, he wholfy be- 
ſtowed on charirable uſes ,* as T- have been informed: by 
thoſe who lived long with him, and were neatly rela- 
red-ro him. a FA | | 2 
- To give you a clear demonſtration of his Chriſtian 
Chariry, and of Gods recompencing the ſame unto him, 
here in this life with- remporal-blefſings : I ſhall recite 
fome of his Legacies 'bequearhed in his laſt Will and, 
Teſtament , to charitable uſes;'pafſing by ſuch as. he 
gave to his rich Kindred and Acquainrance, I 
- * Fo poor Minifters, Widdows,/and others in diſtreſs, 
©bour 150.1. + + +» #-I1-1G)] | 
*Tofour of his poor Tenants 201... (4. | 

-**Likewiſe 800-10 be- laid our here in Woollen 
* Cloth, or other Commodities, ro be ſent to New-Eng- 
*/and, for the uſe of his poor Kindred there. 

/, *He gave to certain Truſtees Lands, to the value of 
©. 261. per annum, to pay for the teaching of forry: Boys 
--:©To'Briftol 54 1. per annum towards the maintenance 
ofa Schoolmaſter, and Lecturer, to preach a Week- 
*day Lecture there; and to other charitable uſes. / -. 
.- *He likewiſe {etled 20'F. per annum on Truſtees , for 
*the-reaching of forry .poor Children in or near White-- 
*Chappel; and 40 8. yearly ro buy Bibes for ſonte- of 
*the ' Childreg. ::: DP LF. 0441. 4 

© He-gavei12 1 per annum. for the maintaining a 
£:School ar the Hay -in Brecktocksbire; and 405. more 
f'xearly-to buy Books for the.Scholars.. W 

-:© As alſo i&'}. per aknum forthe maintenanceof poor 
s oy OE WY the Hoſpiral of Bethlehem in Lon- 
2.400, -- b 47IDITES 2 Rho TH 2 HB 
-- <And-10 1; Fer ammum'toiten of the blindeft,,:oldeſt, 
© and pooreſt Cloath-workers,ar-the diſcrerion of the 
* Maſters, Wardens,'and Affiftants' of the faid Company 
£for the time being; SIGH 130715 of 
v3:f:He-gave 46 liper'at#nunr wChriſt-Church Hoſpital, 
<for-the-placing var four: Children.yearly'; :and 40 8. 
* more yearly tp:/buy eachof:the-Children a oe N 
-= | * Beldes 
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;.* Beides theſe, chegave ro-his poor, Kindred, aboye- 
*Andby a Codizel annexed thereunta,he bequeathed. 


_ *roxertain Truſtees a-1006 L.:ro be.givenzo honeſt » 


-people:. As alſa'3ao 1. for relealing,poor Priſoners ; 
* which ſums have been paid into the-hands- of the Tru. 
© fees Dy. Mr. Richard. Loton, and Atichael Daviſon,Eiq; 
© who io, their Honour: have -approyed, themſelyes 
© Faithful Executors toi this Charitable Will, ._ ..; 
. Thomgs Arnold, Citizen and Haberdaſher of Londen : 
Ar his- firſt ,ſerring \up; for  himieff his Srock was nor. 
charitably. diſpoſed, and ready to. 
every good work, .his Eſtate, through Gods bleſſing, 
very: much increaſed. ..* | LT; ri2 
. His Charity, an Itis' life time, appeared not only. by 
tis forwardnefs:to: communicate to:the relief. of ſuch 
whom he ſaw in want; bur likewiſe by tus frequent in-- 
quiring of orhers;: after ſuch poor people as were. o- 
verburthened wirh Children, or otherwiſe diſtreſſed :. 
Yea, he hired men with Money, ro make. it their .buſi- 
neſs to find out honeſt poor people, on: whom he might. 
beſtow his Charity ; and likewiſe. did -intruſt others 
with" conſiderable fimis -of money:, ;50; diſtribute ;a- 
rf\ongft rhe pooreft-ſorr, charging. them- to have, ſpe- 
cial'reſpet rothe honeſt poor ,'ſuch: whom they. con- 
ecived did truly fear God. Thathe was no Loſer, bur 2 
Gainer by his Liberality , appeareth,,'.in-thar God ſo 
blefſed him in'his Calling, thar he atrained roan. Alder- 
man's Eftate, and was choſen to; that--Qffice... Yea, he. 
gave over his Calling in the City,; and withdrew him- 
{elf into rhe Country: , that he-nught-the berter .mind 
God, and the concernments of, his-Soul.more, and the 
world with its CONCETNS lefs: [10319 1214 8 ff 1 
- *:Zobn' Clark;, "Doctor of Phy/ick;,. one of great repute 
for his Learning, Piety, and Charity; ſome; while  Preſi- 
dent of the Colledge of Phyſittans.-, His cuſtom was. to 
lay by all his Lords-day. Fees ;'as a: Sacred Stock; for 
Charicable uſes ; -devoring thar intirely ro- God ; which 
He'received on bx day; accounting . it:a, piece of Sacri+ 
#idge to appropriate it-ro-himfelf , (or any. —— pj: 
| | OEDGMEY 91 FT VE ts ernariy 1 "NET e- 
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Whereupon theLord was pleatut ro prolþer kin) in 
1 RE GERT creat,- yet afterwards his' pra- 


ro his'Children'tberat portions. -:..: | - 


The like Ulfo was praiſed by Fobn Barburſt, Dodtor” 


of. Phyſik, with Whom 1: was very well acquainted :- 


His Lords-days' Fees wefe coniſtanchy kepr' as a Bank” 


forthe Poor , anUWholly devoredro, and imployedifor 
cheir uſe, which was fo'fir fronriefſening his Incomes, 


thar by the bleſſing of God: upon! his 'practice, they. 


were greatly 'iff” few years augrhented by it. - For 
though ar his firft coming to London. he brought: little 
Fftate | witli hin, and here had: finall acquaintance, 
Yrksbive being his Native Country, where he had ipenc 


his former" days 5 'yet the Lord was pleaſed ſo: ro-pro-. 
ſper him in his Calling , that in'Twenty- years. rime he 
purchaſed Lands of T#heritance, tothe value of a 1000 1, 


per anittimt , wo whar I know ro be certain; far in 
| ric tepitte' of ſome, his Eſtate at his death was no leſs 
than 20001. of yearly value. 1 ei. etind 

"Dr.Edmond Trench likewite obferved the ſame courſe; 
a$his Wife, and divers' other Friends of his do reſtifie; 


And-/ certain it is, that this was ho damage , bur a great. 
#dvantage to him : For he had as many Patients as his 


weak body would''permir him to vitit. And , though 


he: lived ar a full' and'plenrifuli rate ; frequently; ang 
ditarfirlly- entertijhing Minifters: and Scholars ar. his 
Table; yer did 'HE gain /a very cataiderable, .B hare. 


which he left tohis'Wife-and Children ; in whom nor 
6nly his Mertiory;-burthis Piery ſtill ſarvives. ,, -- ;, 

I have good groundto believe; that many other Phy- 
firtui dv rake -Confcience. of: this duty; bur oh thac 
alt would dothe like* certainly, they would be no /s+ 
fets thereby at:the years end, but find Gads bleſting. up- 


oh their Calling arid B/izres-profperingthem in- both... 


And _hefe/ rome-vccurs d:Quſe of Confeience worthy 


to beenq uired: ities, wiz. Whether. Phyfitians may law-. 
filly "appropriate unto their onvrprivate uſe their Lards-. 
2555 Pees; 1 mean, thoſe Fees which they receive from. 

7 


their Patients on the Sabbath day 2 


add its 


Fice {5 tereae@7 aft the! World fo flowed in upon. 
mi; that he lived plentifuly and comfortably , and gave” 
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"Tdeny not bur Works of Mercy may, and ought to be - 
done on thar day ; for, faith the Lord , Matrh. 9.13. I 
will have Mercy,” and not Sacrifice; that is, Mercy ra- 
ther than Sacrifice. And I deny. nor, bur of the richer - 
forr Eſpecially , they may receive: their Fees. for their 
pains. 'Bur I much queſtion whether they. may appro- 
priate thoſe Fees to themſelves ; in regard the Lord: hath 
afforded us fix days of ſeven.,; wherein we -may; and 
ought to follow our Callings for our own livehhood, 
and of thoſe who belong tnro us; bur hath ſandtified 
and fer aparr rhe Chriſtian Sabbath for ' his own ho- 
nour and ſervice. And therefore.ir feemeth: þyr- rea» 
fonable, thar what accrews unto us on that day; ſhould 
be ſer apart and imployed for his more immediate: uſe 
and ſervice. Bur-I will not impoſe this as a neceſſary 
duty, art leaſt upon all, in regard that circumſtances may, 
vary; bur leave it ar preſent: ro the derermination of 
rheir own Conſciences, who are moſt concerned:.there- 
ft. | | vo ; STS 
- Samuel Dunche of Puſey, in the: County 'of Berks, E- 
fquire; a perſon that: according ro.the Apoſtles.Rule, 
did good to all, biit eſpecially to thoſe of - the Houſhold-of 
Faith, His cuſtom was to ſend moneys yearly, ro ſeve- 
ral Towns, 4s -to Stow upon' the MHoolds in Glateſter- 
ſhire, to Norliche, ro Lamburn., and. orhers nor here 
mentioned, for the. relief . of their Poor : And upon 
the laſt here named, he fſerled Lands of Inheri- 
tance for ever for the ſame uſe. And ro Rumſey in 
Hampſhire he gave by Deed , uponihe like account, a 
Leaſe of 99 years to commence after. his deceafe. "Ihe 
Poor alfo of rhe faid Town, whom he call'd his Alms- 
people , had; during his life. Weekly relzef. from bim ; and 
many other Towns, rogether with. them , were large 
ſharers inthe like bounty.  .- 'Y | | 
Several poor Children of the faid\ Town, and Jike- 
wiſe of thoſe belonging ro. Faringdon he ſet to Schoo], 
and did not only pay for their teaching , bur alſo fur- 
niſhed rhem with all ſuch Books aFwwere fir and conve- 
nient for rhem. He alſo cauſed ſeveral Books to be 
prinred ar his own charge, which he freely gave ro th* 


Poor, that they might the m_ be incouraged to Tn, 
| 'an 


- 
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and to Acquaint themſelves with the concerns of ano- 
ther and berter life. SE 
He further gave coniiderable ſums of -money yearly 
for the conſtant ſupply of ſuch godly Miniſters as he 
knew to be in want : And upon ſeveral of rhem he ſer- 
led ' confiderable. Annuities , 101. 20 L.-per annum for. 
_ their. lives; beſidesſuch Legacies which were nor ſmall, 
that hegave to ſomeof. them ar his death, | ; 
\ Beſides all rhis, his hand was-ever open and ready to. 
diſtribute when ever any fit occaſion-was offered ro 
him ;' yea, ſuch was the inlargemenr, of his heart , and 
rendernets of his bowels , thar he could hardly paſs by 
any, whom he judged due Objects of his Charity, bur 
_ he freely and: bounrifully conrribured to their relief. 
Thus did this pious Gentleman honour God with his 
ſubſtance, and adventure upon the Royal Prophets 
words ;:to caſt bis bread: upon the waters; Which though 
the-unbelieving world accounts bur folly , and uſually 
reckons ir amongſt their loſſes; yer he ro his advan- 
rage ; according to the promiſe thereto annexed, found 
it again not after many days. His; Bread, like the 
Þoaves with which Chriſt fed the multitude, was mul- 
riplied in his hands, and his Oyl increafed-by pouring 
out: He was bur a: Younger Brother, and the Eftate 
ferled upon him was bur 800 |. per annum , or there- 
abours : And yer: notwithſtanding , I had almoſt faid, 
this Exceſs of Charity, :his Eftare was fo far from be- 
Ing ruined, cr in the leaſt impaired, as that not only-the 
ſame bare meaſure he received, bur: mech greater , preſ- 
ſed down, and running over, was meeted out to hinz and by 
Poſterity. So ſignally did God in this life reward his 
Charity, wiſely ordering by his good Providence, that 
one way or other large handfuls, as over-meaſure,were 
from ſeveral hands rhrown into his Buſhel. T here is 
now left rohis Heirs an Eftate of ntore- than the dou- 
ble'value- of what he received from his Father, beſides 
te Portions which he gave to all his Daughters, five in 
number , which were very. conſiderable , to ſome of 
them more than' 2000 I. . 
And here I hope I may withour offence, or vain glo- 
ry, take liberty to mention, amongſt others , the Cha- 
| rity 


, confirmation thereof. 
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rity and Liberality of my 'dear- and honoured:'Father 
Doctor William Gouge, late Paſtor-of: Black: Fryars,'Lon> 
don , Who was eminent, as inother-Graces, ſdin Thar cf 
Chariry :. From him I-firſt /hear; The renth part of x 
rich mans Eſtate-to -be a fit proportisn to be devoted and 
dedicated to God for  charitable- ſes.” ' Bur *thangh he 
commended. thar to others ; yer by what-I find in ſome 
Papers written with his own hand',:I may truly fay, 
he gave the ſeventh part of all bi yearly comings in, "to- 
wards the maintaining poor Scholars ar the Univerſity, 
and the relieving poor -Famylies ,- and diſtreſſed -per- 
ſons. . And 'how wonderfully'God blefſed; as his: Min- 
try, To his outward Eſtate , is fo. well- known to all 
who lived in his days, that I ſuppoſe it -needlefs* for 
me to ſay any thing thereof ;-:onfly I may truly ap- 
ply unro him the words of-the Pfalmiſt , He was "ever 
merciful and lending, and hi: ſeed # bleſſed. | 
Many more inſtances of the like 'narure might here 
be added ; ſome- of -perfons. who are- now with ' joy 
reaping in the other world the bleffed fruit of rhar ſeed 
which they had ſo plentifully ſown in -rhis': Others of 
perſons yet living amongſt us, ſorme' of which have ac- 
knowledged to me, That God hath already rewarded 
them an bundred-fold for what" they have lent to bit, by 
zivtng it to by Poor. Bur thefe-already metitione{/ may 
be abundancly ſafficient.ro evidence the rrurh (in hand, 
and tro incourage and provoke: us ih" imitatiot of thoſe 
Worthies, 'to a more ready and conſcientious practice 
of this great duty, ſo effential ts Chriſtianity, fo-well 
pleaſing ro God, to creditable to-our Profeſſion, fo be- 
neficial, not only in order ro our eternal happinets, bur 
our preſent gain, comfort, and profperity here on earth. 

_ The point being thus proved by Scriptures and Ex- 
amples, .come we now to the Reaſons for the further 
-. I, Reaſ. May be raken from the goodneſs and bounty of 
God , Which is ſich, that he will not: ſuffer any work of 
Chariry, ſhewed ro any of his Miniſters, or Children, 
to paſs away unrewarded, withour a full recompence : 
Whereupon faith David, Pfal. 62. 12. Unto thee, O Lord, 


belangeth mercy ,. far thou rendreſt to every man according 
| D 2 £3 
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2 to hs work, Though God dbrh nor render areward t 
any. man for hs workgdone.,yer doth. he. render toeve- 
ry man according;to bp work, Yea, God dorh always ex- 
cced inhis remunerariens;'to give evidence:of his grace 
and bounty. God will not.be in any mans-debr long, but 
what he hach disburſed upon his account; he will ſpee- 

dily rerurr into his boſom with advantage. W565) 
2. Reaſ. May be taken from the faithſulnefs and righ- 
reauſneſs of God, Who: hyving in his word gractouſty 
romiſed abundantly to _recompence and. reward - our 
eneficence ,; his fajrhfulneſs and righteovineſs ,inga- 
geth/him'ro make good: what he hath proniſed ; fo rhar 
he cannor- but be as good as his word. Men may be for- 
ward in promiſing, bur flow in performing : bur with 
God, whois rhe rrue and: faithful one, diftum E9 fattum, 
1aying, and doing, are both. alike ; Al his promiſes are 
Yea and Amen in Chriſt Feſis. Heb.6. 10. ſaith rhe Apo- 
{tle ; -God i5-not unrighteous to' forget your work ,, and la- 
bour of love, which ye have ſhewed towards bis Name , in 
That .ye' have Miniſtred. ts ;the Saints y and do Miniſter, 
Here the Apoſtle argueth a cerrainty-of reward to thoſe 
who miniſter any thing to rhe Saints, from the Righreouf- 
neſs of God, even becauſe:he is rightequs ; and rhere- 
fore. will nor fail ro do whar he hath promiſed. He is 
not, unrighreous to. FOR'G E T; tharis, he will righ- 
reouſly remember ; and Gods remembring, ſignifies the 
ſame as recompencing:: As: he will remember ſinners, 
by: recompencing- their: evil ways upon their own 
heads; ſo. he will remember his Sainrs ,- by rerurning 

the .pood thar they have done into their-own: boſoms. 
The moce to aſſure us of ſuch kind of remembrance 
from God, the holy Ghoft mentionerh certain b»oks, or 
_roles of remembrance written before God, wherein the 
. merciful deeds of his ſervants are recorded. So that 
iris no more poſlible that ſuch as are charitably benign, 
and helpful ro the poor Miniſters, and people of God 
ſhould. Joſe their reward, than rharGod himſelf ſhould 

ccaſe ro: be righreous, or be forgetful of his word. 

. 3. Reaſon. May be raken from ſeveral metaphorical 
expreſſions uſed in Scripture, by which Alms-giving 3s repre- 
 Fented to us; all which imply net only a certain Fn 
| ur 
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but that with inceraſe, as SOWING, and LENDING : * 
and that ypon Uſury. feth iy rear 35 
1. Wefind it ſet forth in Scripture by $S O WING, 
2 Cor. 5. 6. "He which ſoweth ſparingly, ball reap ſparingly, 
and be which - ſoweth bountifully,, ſhall reap bouptifutly. 
This proverbial ſpeech rhe Apoſtle applyeth. ro the 
diſperſing of almes. Now as, Husbandmen, who.. ſow. 
their corn with a liberal hand, .do uſually. reap 2 crop 
anfwerable thereunto : In like manner, ſuch Chriſti- 
ans as ſhall ſow rheir feed of chariry with an open, plen- 
rifull hand , ſhall reap accordingly a plentiful crop, 
they ſhall find rheir ſeed ſowen come up with, 1n+ 
creaſe, yielding thirty, if not ſixty, or an bundred. fold 
here, beſides eternal life hereafter. Ir may be, thou 
mayſt not preſently reap the iTuir of thy ſeed, and what 
wonder? Who js there that ſowes, who expects to reap 
the ſame day? The Husbandman.waireth for his;har- 
veſt; wait thou on the Lard, -and doubt nor bur an 
harveſt will come;thar will pay thee both for thy ſowing 
and thy waiting. | 
2. The ſecond. Metaphor , whereby Alms-givigg is 
ſetforth in Scrjptureis LENDING, and thatupon 
- uſe, Pro, 19. 17, He that hath pity on the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord, and that which be bath given, will he . pay 
bim again. Men that lend ro men receive their own 
with increaſe : what rhey lay up lies dead, and poſſibly 
the Thief may break in, and fteal ir away; bur wha: 
they lend, ifro ſure hands, comes in with advantage. 
How rich do tome Uſurers grow by this trade of lend- 
ing 2? And though it be a Paradox, that GIVING isa 
richer rrade than Lending, even upon uſe: yet its a 
certain truth : for this giving is lending : and he: thar 
lends ro the Lord will find a greater income at the years 
end, rhen he thar lends to the beſt of men. Therefore 
as one well ſaith, Eleemoſyna non eſt divitiarum. diſpens: 
dium, ſed ditefcendi 'potius compengium, queſtuſq; omnium, 
uberrimus ; Giving .to the poor 1s not the way to. walſt 
our wealrh, but rhe arr of rhriving, and the moſt com-1 
pendious courſe to attain unro riches, -I hough our. 
alms-deeds ſeem ( as the ſeed {own 3 -to0:periſh, andre: 
yer believing what we ſee not, we ſhall afluredly. {e2,} 
D--3;*---<-2- - MCs 
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what we believe; -aht \fnd ( evenhere ) fuch a fruit- 
ful increaſe, as we ſhall conclude, that Giving t6 
charitable uſes is the* ſureſt 'and- ſafeſt way of getting, and 
thriving in the world. 8 4 EB Fs 
--Fhus have you the truth of the point confirmed by 
Seriptures, Examples, -and Reaſons, Come we now to 


the application.” + | | 
1.Ofe of Reproof of allunmerciful men, who  notwith- 
ftanding the many 'charges God - hath laid upon us , r9 
be the rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communreate, to draw forth our ſouls ta the hungry, te open 
our bowels to the needy; ' and the manifold encouragements 
be hath given us in bis word hereto, yet do ſhut up their 
bowels of compaſſian from' them, refiiſing 'to afford them 
any ſuccour or relief. Surely ſuch have no love co Chritt : 
for who can fay he loves the Lord Jeſis Chriſt in 
truth and fincerity, ' when he ſuffers his Miniſters and 
members ro wanr neceffaries, even food and rayment ? 
Is this thy love to Chriſt to ſuffer him to ſtarve ? Ir 
1s evident thou ſoveſt thy - money. more than Chriſt, 
and fo comeſt under thar fearful A4nathema, 1 Cor. 
16. 22. If any love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him 
be Anathema Maranatha :' Theſe two words thongh 
both denoting a eurſe, are of two ſeveral languages. 
The former word" Anathema is a Greek word ſignifying 
accurſed ;, So it is uſed Rom. 9. 3. Gal. 1. 8. The latter 
18a Syriackh, word, as Beza obicrverh in his Annotati- 
ons on 1 Cor. 16.22. vet frequently uſed by the Fews ; 
i fightfeth, Our Lord cometh. Maran is our Lord ; and 
atha cometh ; intimating, thar ſich as were, under this 
* Curſe, were to expect-rD mercy , but to look for the 
dreadful coming of. Chriſt ro rake vengeance of rhem. 
So that, as;S. Fames ſpeaketh, Chap. 2.13. Such ſhall bave 
Fug ment without Mercy, that ſhewed no mercy. How -do 
they think to find mercy from Chriſt, who never ſhew- 


et'mercy ro him, and his! 

-Twillnor'condemn all for unmercifulneſs ( God for- 
bid T ſhould) many” there are (and. I would ro-God 
they eve mores ng do, contribute bountifully ro the 
neeeſfirjes borh'sf 'Minifters, and- other poor Saints of 
Go.*Bir yer: have too-grear cauſe to: fay, that the 
OS TT 4 . +4, . a oY 6 greateſt 
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greateſt part of rich men amongſt us have. their hearts 


hardened, and their bowels ſhut up, that rhey cannor | 
compaſlionare their wants ;- and rheir hands withered, 
like his in the Gofpel, that chey cannor reach* rhem our 
ro any good uſe. | | | 

Oh that ſuch would conſider, that unmercifulneſs is 
2 greater ſin'than they do imagine. Ir was -one-of S9- 
dom's ſins which ferched down fire and brimſtone from 
heaven upon them, and all rheir Children, Ezek.1 6.49. 
Uncharirable men: are curſed, as in their life, ſo at their 
death; bur moſt curſed will they be ar the Day of 
Judgment : Being barren fruitleſs trees in Gods Or- 
chard , they ſhall with the barren Fig-rree be ſureiy cur 
down, and caſtinto unquenchable fre. 

More particularly ro ſhew you the miſeries of un- 
charitable perſons. | 

I. They are accurſed here in every thing ; all they have 
Fs curſed :- So much is implied in that exprefſion of our 
Saviour , Luke 11.41. Give alms of ſuch things as you 
have, and all things are clean unto you ; bur withour 
Alms-giving, nothing is clean'unto you ; thar is, nothing 
15 bleſſed and ſanctified unto you, bur all rhings are de- 
filed and curſed : Not only your croſſes are Curſes, bur 
your bleſſings are curſes unro you. So God threatnerh, 
fo Curſe their very oleſong:, Mal. 2. 2. Though thou in- 
joveſt abundance of this warlds goods, yet fo long as 
thou art hard-hearred ro rhe poor and ncedy, rhe Curie 
of God cleaves ro thy ftore and abundance. Oh how 
ſad and lamentable muſt thy condirion needs be, when 
thoſe things which are nor only bleſlings in themſelves, 
bur likewiſe bleſſed unto others, thould be curſed unto 
thee ! Surely, to be thus accurſed, is miſery enough., 

2. As the unmerciful are curſed here, ſo ſhall they be 
curſed hereafter, Jam. 2. 13. He ſhall have Fudgment 
without Mercy , that hath ſhewed no Mercy. Such as 
have ſhut up their bowels of compattion againſt the ne- 
ceſſities of rhe Poor , God will ſhur up his bowels of 
compaſſion azainſt chem, and Jer forth his fury upon 


_ them, they ſhall have rheir portion in his plagues and 


indignation, Withour the leaft drop of piry or mercy. 
And at the day of Judgment Chriſt will {ay unto them, 
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Mactth: 25. 41. Depart from me'ye carſed into everlaſting 
_ fire , prepared for the Devil and his Angels: There's 
their doom ; and why ? Far I was an bungry, and ye 
gave me no meat , I was thirſly, and ye gave me nodrink, 
Oh dreadful ſenrence ! every word whereof carrieth 
much rerrour in it, and breatheth nothing bur fire and 
brimftone. Whar! muſt they depart from Chriſt, the 
Fountain of Bliſs and: Happineſs? and into everlaſting 
fire ? Ah wretches !- curſed indeed. For as tke Propher 
ſpeaketh, Ifa. 33. 14. bo can dwell with devouring fire 
who can qwell with everlaſting burnings 2 An everlaſting 
Fever, or but an everlaſting Toothach, were a miſery 
unſpeakable. Bur whar are thefe ro rhe /ying. in that 
Lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone ro all Ererni- 
ty 2 Oh methinks, the name of everlaſting fire, and e- 
verlaſting burnings, ſhould awaken all uncharirable men 
our of their ſecurity , and ſtir them up , without any 
further delay, ro bewail their former unmercifulneſs, 
ro'beg the pardon thereof, and unfeignedly to reſolve, 
willingly to giye our of therr tore, rowards the relief 
of the Poor , proportionably ro what God hath graci- 
ouſly beſtowed on them. - Ir may be rhou haſt a plenri- 
ful portion of chis worlds goods; bur oh, whar will ir 
profit rhee to live plenrifully here, and ro be eternally 
miſerable hereafter ? Seriouſly I cannor hurt ſtand a- 
mazed to conſider, how men who do believe. the words 
of Chritt ta be true, thar all uncharirable men ſhall by 
him ar the laſt day be ſentenced inro everlaſting burn- 
ing for their not feeding the hungry , nor cloathing the 
naked; and yet can be ſod hard-hearred, as not ro 
hearken to rhe cry of the Poor. 
3. The miſery of uncharitable perſons appeareth in this, 
that the wants and neceſſities of the Poor Cry loud to Hea- 


wen againſt them, God hath dealt bounrifully with thee, 


loading thee witb bis benefits ( as the Plalmiit ſpeaketh, 
Pſzl. 68. 19. ) and hath given thee not only food and 
rayment, things ncedful and neceflary , bur an abun- 
dance, an affluency of ourward things, even all rhings 
richly to enjoy : Bur how many of Chriſts Miniſters 
and Members are in great want , not having where- 
withal ro fatisfic their own and childrens hunger ? 

7 os FE whoſe 
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whoſe miſeries , like the blood of 4be/ , cry unts God 
for vengeance againſt thee , ſaying , Lord, there are-nor- 
a few who have enough, and to San , 4 liberal portion: of 
thy worlds goods, with Dives they fare ſumptuouſly every, 
day: but what are we thy wanting ſervants the better for 
them 2 Who of us are warmed with their fires, or cloathed. 
with their rayment , or ſa much as partake of the Crums- 
of their Table 2 We are ready to periſh for want , when 
they are ſurſeited with their abundance. Is the bleſſing of 
them : that are ready to periſh like to come upon them? 
Wilt nor thou judge them, O Lord? Certainly, theſe bir« 
ter and lamentable complaints cry loud-in the eares of 
the Almighty againſt ſuch unchriſtian and inhumane Mi- 
ſers: Beware of the cry of the poor againſt you : If 
thou wile not hear their cries unto thee, God will heat: 
their cries againſt thee, 

3. Thy unmercifulneſs ta the poor will provoke God to 
reject thy moſt religious exerciſes, Pro. 21. 13. boſs 
ſtoppeth his eares at the cry of the poor, be alſo ſhall cry 
himſelf: bur ſhall not be heard, In Which Words Solomon 
hincerth ro us rwo things. | 

I. Thar unmerciful men, ſuch as rurn away their ears 
from the cry of the poor, ſhall fall into ſuch miſeries as 
will bring them to their knees , and make them cry 
ſooner or latrer . Here in this world wordly men ſome- 
rinzes make many Pyers, and rheir religion they hope 
will make amends, for their inhumaniry at leaſt. Bur 
in the world to come they ſhall follow their fellow 
Dives in his infernal devotion. 

2. Though tbey cry, yet they ſhall not be heard : whether 
they cry here upon their dearh-beds for mercy, or here- 
afrer in Hell for eaſe , they ſhall not be heard. A no- 
rable inſtance hereof we have in Dives, who though he 
cryed not here, yet he . cryedin hell, ſaying, Father 
Abraham have mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue , for I 
am tormented in this flame, Luk, 16. 24. Bur was he 
heard ? was his requeſt granted ? 'rwas a ſmal requeſt, 
bur yet it is denyed. Becauſe he denyed crumbs of 
bread here in this life ta the poor, he. was: denied a 
drop of water in Hell. Non habuit guttam guia non dedit 
micam, Auſt, And 
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| Andas thy prayers are rejected by God , ſb like- 
wite will it be in- vain for rhee ro hear: the word, or 
come to the table of the Lord. ' All thy religion will 
be in vain, ſhall Ifay? Nay it will be an abomination ro 
the Lord, whilt thar accurſed thing thy coverous, arid: 
cruel heart, which the Lord abhorreth, ( Pſzl. 10. 3. ) 
remaines within thee: Think nor that one dury- will - 
excuſe the neplect: of another , that thy praying may 
ſerve inſtead of thine alms,that religion thall excuſe thy 
mercy, or thy confeſſion of thine unmercifulneſs will 
make up the matrer. The Lord abhorred thee and 
all thy Sacrifices, Whilſt rhe Sacrifice of a compaſſionate 
heart is wanting. 

© that all uncharitable perſons would ſteep their 
thoughts in a ſeriovs meditation of theſe things : and as 
they deſire ro prevent;thoſe judgements which accom- 
pany all mercileſs men, they would pur in for a ſhare 
m the mercies of the merciful, atid ro thar end , would 
pur on bowels of pity and compaſſion rowards the 
wants and miſeries of Gods diſtreſſed ones , and ſtrerch 
forth an helping hand towards their relief , which 
teaderh me roa Second Ute, namely | 

2. Uſe of Exhortation, ro ſtir up every one who have 
given up thetr names unto Chriſt, to make conſcience, as 
of every duty commanded by him, ſo of this eſpecially , which 
he bath ſo vehemently preſſed upon us in his word , and en- 
cCouraged us unto by many ſweet and precious promiſes. 
This work of charity is wages, and like Sampſons Lyon 
ircarrieth honey in the belly of ir. He who out ofa 
principle 'of loye, in obedience to Gods command, ſhall 
open his heart and hand wide to the poor, ſhall find 
God bleſſing his ftock and ſtore, and proſpering all his 
undertakings. As there is a Secret curſe goes out from 
God-upon the uncharitable mans eſtate, which blaſterh 
all his- projects, and undertakings whereby they prove 
alrogether fruitleſs: So there is a Secret bleſſing goes 
out from God upon the charitable mans eſtate, whereby 
he thrives and profpers in the world ; even to his own 
and neighbours admiration. | 
Tr is obferved thar they are the richeſt Merchants 
and Cirizens who trade boldly : whercas they who 
ny | | are 
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arefearful to adyenture their goods, have bur ſmall re- 
*rurns. In' like mannerir is found by experience, thar 
ſuch'Chriſtians as are moſt forward to ſupply the wanrs 
of rhe poor, _ adventuring their-goods upon rhe 
waters, do moſt'of al} thrive, and profper in the warlkd. 
Why: then will any 'man be fo unwiſe, as to lofe his 
riches for fear of lofing'rhem ? And not rather ſeem to 
tofethem thar he may inrruth find them ? Theſe earthly 
things: are aſſuredly loſt by keeping, and kepr by well 
beſtowing them. -- | A 
- . Whar now remaineth but rhat- you look .abour you, 
where you may Jay out your money to your beft ad- 
vantage? Make diligent enquiry after the poor Minjfters 
and members of Chriſt. Seck more aftey them than rhey 
-doafrer you. For moft certain it is , thar you get more 
by giving untothern, than they do by receiving from” 
you. Andyou are more behofding unto them for re- 
ceiving your charity, than they are unto 'you for giving 
ir. © Whereas you only relieve ther bodies,they feed:your 
ſouls,' asPro. 11. 17. The merciful man doth good ta his 
'own ſoul which is refreſhed with the mercy which he 
ſheweth tro others.'- And whereas they partake of a 
ſmall-quantiry of your ourward good things, you ſhall 
have the fame in kind here returned feven-fold into 
your boſomes, ant at Iaſt ſhall be received into the 
Kingdom of heaven,prepared for all thoſe who have 
fed the hungry, cloathed rhe naked, and performed ſich 
like works of charity to the poor members of Chrift, 
Matth. 25. 35. ' So that you pleaſore nor the poor 
fo much by giving,as you profit your ſelves by receiving. 
"Riches are a-meer uncertainty , like unto a flock of 
birds in a mans field, - who cannor ſay they are his be- 
cauſe they fir there, for they take unto themfelues wings, 
and fly away. - Now in dealing with things unc Frgn 
ir will be your wiſdome, z i. 

I. To make themas ſure as you Can. = WY 
2. To make the beſt uſe of them that you can, © © 
1. Whar greater wifdome than'to make fiire ?And what 
better way imaginable ro make fre your. eſtare;than hy 
Putting it into peod hands ? And. whar ſafer hands than 
the hands of the Lord ? Pur them into the hands of 
Gods poor, and you thereby pur them into Gods hands. 


As 
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_-A$in a State Pohitick, the Lrieger Ambaſſadors that are: 


| ſent abroad- r0-1ye.jn forreign; Kingdoms ſecure our 


peaceable ſtare at: home :- So whar we diſperſe and fend: 
abroad ra the poor, fecureth the reſt ar home. ;Foras; 
the. poor beg of thee, ſo they beg; of God for thee, rhat- 


he.-would preſerve and blels thy; tore ::their devorions 


are ſent- up ro heaven for thy Security. :. - - ; 


2. And what better uſg can'you make: of your riches, than 
by beſtowing a part of them upon the/pebr and needy? It being 


the chief end of Gods giving more of this worlds goods 


ro ſome than re others, that they who have the greater 


ore ſhould give our thereof ro them who are. in want. 


Which was typicay ſignified by the Iſraelites parhering 


of Manna, which though ir were: rained down from 


heaven, yet the Lord would norallew, that they who 
had gathered more [than was needful for themſelves, 
and their houſehold, ſhould hoard up-rheir ſitperflujry, 
bur.enjoyned them ro. communicate of their abundance 
to ſuch as had not enoygh, rhar ſo-he rhathad rhe moſt; 
fhould have nothing aver 3 and he that had the. leaſt, 
thould have no lack. -. The which the Apoſtle applyeth 
fo the giving of almes. oyxrof our abundance. to 'rhoſe 
who want, 2. Cor. 8. 14. , 5575p 1 35D gr? 
_ By communicating of our riches to rhe poor, we ſhalt 
rake them.our friends, both ro-give evidence for us 
of the truth of our faith,and charity,and ro beg a plentiful 
return upon us: This is the advice of our Saviour, Luke, 
16. 9. Make to your ſelves ſriends of the Mammon of un- 
zighteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may receive you. inrs 
overlaſting habitations. Where, by Mammen, *our Saviour 
intenderh rhe abundance of this worlds goads, which he 
called Mammon of. unrighteouſneſs , becauſe ordinarily 
by wordly men it is unrighteouſly gotten, unrighreouſlv 
reſerved, and unrighteouſly . uſed. This he hinreth, 
hat his Diſciples nughr be the more wary abour it, and 
more careful of making themſelves friends rbereof,that 
_ Fs, fo uſe rheir, riches by relieving. the poor, as rhe 

good works done by them may give teſtimony. of their 
Faith gnd Charity, which isrhe part; of Friends. Friends 
arc Feat ro give good:reſtimany.of one-anather The: 


' FS 


coats and garments ,which Dorcas mule for,poor wid-. 
ar IA. | dows 


hy 
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dows As 9.39: were ſuch friends, ;Burmark what fol-: 
lows, Make to your ſelves friends of the Mammon'of: 
unrighteouſnels ; that when Je fail, they | may receive you” 
intg everlaſting habitations. When ye fail, that is , when ' 
ye depart our of this world, they, may. receive you inta' 
everlaſtimg babitations , .'Þ is particle THEY, ſome re- 
fer ro them whabeing relieved call upon God to. recom-' 
penſe their benefactors, ) bur moſtrefer-it to the Riches: 
which they beſtow. upon the poor, which, by: vertye af 
the evidence they give of the faitt&nd charity of the: pt-- 
ver, are faid to receive them into-everiaſting habita- 
rions 4g Sr 

_ Surely, rich-men have a price in their:hands, where-, 
wirh ro purchaſe to themſelves a good inherirance-, had 
rhey bur hearrs ro make ule of ir. Though charity pre- 
rend. not to any merit ex congruo, Or condigng yet Will it 
be_.plenrifully recompenced by, God bath here and, 
hereafter. HS 


x 


Ihope you will pardon my Zeal in preſfling this dury 
of charity ſo much upon-you-: I'do aſſure you, it 1s noc 
our of any deſign ro rake any thing from-your ſelves, and 
children, bur only to. ſhew you the ſureſt and ſafeſt way 
of thriving in the world 3, and how you may. entail Gods 
bleſſing upon your children , and ſo ſecure unto then 
the portion which you leave them, Iam willing to do 
you a kindneſs , and 1 ſhall do you a grear kindnets, if E 
can bur effectually perſwade. you ro this dury : What- 
ever kindneſs I may herein -do ro thoſe who need, 
I ſhalldoa greater kindneſs tg you thar will be per- 
{ivaded ro help them in their need ; inas muck as ir 
i54 more bleſſed thing. to give', than to receive. And 
therefore bear wirh me, it E .do not only offer you a 
kindnefs, bur uſe fuch imporruniry to preſs you ro ac-, 
cr. Os 

The Apoſtle , knowing how backward rich men eſpe- 
cially were ro all works of charity, adviſerh Timothy ( 1 
Tim, 6.17. ) not only to commendunto them the dury,bur 
to command it. The expreſſion of the. Apoſtle is very 
obſeryable, He doth not fay ey dans declare unto them 
but mwgy ſans Charge them that are rich in this world, 


a5 they love their lives , and would fave their fouls , 


bd 


To 


tobe rich in good-works. As one wittily glofſeth upon 
thoſe wordsof the Apoſtle. * If God ſhould charge the 
* Rocks, they would ſend forth water :If the Stones they 
* would become bread : If the Ravens , they woutd feed 
* Elijab+If the Rutals, they would yictual the Camp : 
* Ifthe Clouds,they would rain down- food from heaven 
* pon his poor people ; will yor'be' more rocky than 
*rocks? -more tony then ftones ? more ravenous: than 
*Favens-? ore ſenſeleſs than birds? more empry than 
© clouds? HO A EI + la 
If you. be rich'in this wprids goods, and be not 
Tich in good works , talk nor of our faith, for there 
can be no true faith withoue goed- werks, Jam. 2: 17. 
Neither rell me-of your religton+:' for there can be ho 
true: Religion in you, ſo long as you make no con{ci- 
ence of rhis duty. Pure religion, ſaith the Apoſtle Fames, 
Chap. 1.27. - (t# this ) To viſit the Fatherleſs .and widdows 


ie their afflitions, and you never learned other Reli- - 


jon of us. - | 
The Lord indeed-giverh us leaye to car and to: drink 
ana to chear up our hearts by partaking, in fome mea- 
_ fire of thar portion he hath beſtowed on us : bur he never 
_ allowedus to keep all unto our ſelves, or ro ſpend it in 
rhe | gratifying our finful Iufts, bur commands vs to fer 
a part ſome portion of our eſtate for the relicf of thoſe 


for whom nothing is provided; Prov. 3. 9: Saith the 
ft 


wiſe-man , Honour the Lord: with. thy ſubſtance. He 
doth not ſay, Honewr thy ſelf with thy riches, but honour the 
Lord with them; 'as they come from his grace, ſo they 
ſhoutd be ufed tohis glory. Now then we uſe 
our - riches to Gods plory , whenin obedience to 
his command, we therewith fupply the want, of his 
children, who will thereby be ſtirred up to bleſs and 
praiſe the name of God for his. Fatherly. care and provi- 
dence over them. | : | 

Shall T yer again need to rel} thee, that thy liberali- 
ty to the poor cannot bring any loſs ro thine eftate, 
ſeeing', the more thou giveſt, the more thou 
ſhalr receive? Ir is fabled of Mi4as, thar whatſoever be' 
touched was turned into gold. But it is no fable, nor 
fancy, that the hand of charity can do ir; can exrract 
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race out of your goods , righteouſneſs out' of riches, 
and heaven our of earth. Lhe imparting. of goods ts 
ſuch good uſes, whileſt irſeems to zmpair., doth migh- 
tily 7mprove What you 'have, to your moſt fingular: ad- 
vantage. The more liberal any. man/is, the more li- 
kely he is to be a rich man: the mercy,of God will crown 
his beneficence with ſuch a bleſſing of ſtore thar he 
ſhall find, He will never be behind hand/ with him. Irs 
nothing which the poor receive fzgm him, in compariſon 
of that blcſſing which he ſhall reSiye from the Lord. 
It may be, thou doft nor find thy ſtore thereupon pre- 
ſenrly increaſed, : yer if thou diligently obſerveſt the paſ- 
ſages of Gods' providence towards.,thee, thou. wils 
ſooner or later . find thy ſelf abundantly reimburſed of 
allrhy-disburſments. -. 2-5-5516 7, 

TI rold you before that T am willing to do you atkind- 
neſs : and that it may be a kindneſs 1ndeed, 1 muyft far- 
ther tell you, not only what' you ſhould; 'do; but \Hew 
you muſt do it, 'that:you may not loſe your rewarg. ' And. if 
you would makefare' to be gainers:by whatever -you 
thus lay-our, obſerve the following /D TRE-CTIO NS. 

I. Grve your ſelves to the Lord, and with your ſebues, 
all that ever you have,' tube ſo laid out, whether upon your 
ſelves or others, as He doth appoint:and require. - + 1; 

2. Cor. 8. 2: The 4poſtle beaſting; of the Macedoni- 
anChriſtians, and of the-riches of their liberaliry, tells us 
ver. 5. That they: firft: gave; themfelves. torbe Lord. . He 
that-will not give. hzmſelf ro the Lord , is like-to givebut 
lircle elſe. And if he ſhould give all that he had, and 
only withhold * himofelf, ' God: will not - accepr, nor-re- 
ward-r. God will-have nothing of. thee, if he may nar 
have thy Heart. + '\ AE Gn 

Give your ſelves for - Servants to the Lord, to ferve 
lim with your Spirits firſt, anFthen with all- char you 
have. Make over you ſelyes ta God in Chriſt to be 
his Covenent Servants , and thence-forth count and fay 
of your ſelves, as the A4poftle reacherh you. 1. Cor. 6. 
23. Tam not mine own, but muſt henceforth glorifie God 
with my body and my ſpirit, yea and with all that I bave, 
which are bis. x | | | 

He knows not What he fays , that ſays Tſerve the 

| | ... Lor 
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Lard, who hath not firſt given bimſetf to him for aſervant; 
Gqgawill :nor': beferved by Aliens. And hehath bur 
gn God, whoſays, Igive:my felf unto the Eord 

or. a ſervant, and doth not actually. ſerve him.with all 
tharhe hach. He thar- hath given himſe/f to the Lord, 
will withhold nothing from him chat God will have. 
- - He 'that will ferve the Lord with his ſpirit; will as 
Teadily ſerve hin with all: crharhe hath. - God that harh 
given us'his Sor, hong! be not with bim freely give us 
all things, Rom. 1. 42” And that Man that hath given 
God his ſou!, will keep back nothinig from Him. 

Friend, thowſayſt thou art the 'Loxds, and haft deyo- 

red thy ſelf ro him; thou hopeſtchar.chou arc Chriſts, 
and haſt joyned thy ſelf in covenant-unco:him, retolving 
to be his Diſciple : bur, which way runs thine eftate ! 
whoſe houſe is rhis , theſe lands, and this mony which 
thouhaſt, are-theſe the Lords ro? How. is it then thar 
Hy:lufts have ſo much of them art their ſervice ? Thar 
thy pride hath fo much, andrhine..appetice fomuch:, or 
- that they are allinpropriated and kept by thee ro feed 
thy cbverouſhefs? + Is, all. rffou haſt the Lords ? How is 
irthen 'thar thou begrurcheſt, or - thinkeſt-ſo-much of 
every lirtterhar he calls for from: thee ? 'Thou who wiir 
not in cvery cafe part with ſo much as God calis for, art 
either a Lyar , ora Robber. - Either thou didft nor 
pive-all ro God; when thou ſaid thou didſt, and rhen 
thouarra'Lyar : or if thou didſt pgive.all, and yet will 
norler hinrhave - what he ealls for.,-but beſtoweſt ic 
Elſewhere, then thou art a Robber. re: 

'Obj. But ſome will ſay, Muſt I give all T have to the poor, 
and ſo leave my ſelf,and my family-ro be beggars? Or, what 
elſe is your meaning, when you ſay,;T muſg give all ta the Lord? 
- -*-My meaning - is ,, that you. fo give all to the 
Lord, as ta reſolve to diſpoſe of your whole eſtate ro ſuch per 
ſons and purpoſes, as God orders and appoints you, The 
Lord would have you live, and. maintain your ſelf, 
and provide for ' your family ſoberly according to 
your rank and degree ( ſome extraordinary caſes being 
excepted.) Bur ftill you muſt allow no more to your 
felf, nor no leſs to thoſe in need, then is accordipg to the 
wilt, and good-pleaſure of the Lord. LE 
* *Some other will here put in andſay; But Tam free an 4 
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bauntiful;, and give great alms; TCaſt my bread upon the 
waters ; Igive a portion toſix , and alſo to ſeven : Ide- 
viſe liberal things, I delight to ſhew mercy. | | 
Doft thou ſo? *Tis well rhou doft. Gods bleſling on 


thine heart for it : 'ris grear [/piry that any'liberal man 


in the world ſhould loſe his reward ; And thar thou 
maiſt nor loſe rfine; take this Counſe! of a - friend thar 
loves thee, See thar thou haſt ſincerely given up &y ſelf 
to God as his cavenant-ſervant, . 4nd art a devored Diſc» 
ple of Jeſs Chriſt, and thar theſe thy works of Mer- 
Cy are done in purſuance of thy Covenantiz as a part of 
that ſervice Which thou owelt and haſt yowed ro thy 
Lord, whoſe thou arr, and whoſe talents thon recko- 
neſt all thou haſt; And look to this rhe rather, becauſe 
its poſſible that men of grear good works may be, as of 
lirtle charity, ſo of lirtle faith alſo, which is that grace 
whichentitles God tous, and all we do, and obcains 
our acceptance wirh Him. Firſt, by faich give thy ſelf 
to him, and then by charity ſerve Him with whar 
thou haſt, -and rhen doubr nor ofa plenriful return. 

II. Offer up your gift tipon the Altar. Give your ſelves 
and warh your ſelves all that vou have through Chriſt 
unto God. Let him be your Altar thar ſanttifies. yoar 
gift : 'tis through him alone you:will be accepted, Eph. 
1.6. He hath made us accepted in rhe Beloved. Let. your 
Souls be ſprinkled with his Blood, and thereby wathed 
from vour blood, from - your natural and contracted 


guilr, and pollution, and then they will be a gift accepra- 


ble ro the Lord. Do not think you have no more to do 
bur to give your, ſelves as you are to the Lord: you 
have given your ſelves ro fin, and now ; it may be you 
think, you will give your ſelves back ro the «Lord :.. bur 
know there is more in it thanſo , Thou art in rhy ſelt a 
guilty and defiled-ſoul,and God will have none of thee in 


this caſe : Go to Chriſt firſt , and ger him ro cover: thine, 


unrighteouſaeſs, and ro cleanſe rhee from thy filthineſs, 
pur thy wretched ſoul into his hands; and let him preſeht 
it unto the Father. . Eg yo | ; 

_ And whar ever thou giveſt with thy ſelf; thine Alms, 


thy bread; or thy fleſh; or thy money , thar thou haſt for 


his poor; put it all into the ſame hand ; arid ler Hin 
E preſent 
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preſent this alſo to the 'Farher - for the uſe of -bis 


Servants. © 3 | THETS 

Friends, though T would heave you givers, yet I 
would not have you lofers. | I would: not have you 

_ tofers, either | by Saving, or by unprofitable Gi- 
wing. «1 | 

1. Be not loſers by Saving. "That's the next way-to 
loſe ail, by thinking to ſave, *and keep all to your ſelves. 
He that will fave bis life, thats, 'by not laying it down 
when Godicalls for it, he ſÞall loſe it, And fo be that 
will ſave his eſtate , that is,hy refuſing to lay it out where 
God would havehim, be is the more like to loſe all that 
\bebath.. 25-2 

2. Loſe norby unprofitable 'Beſtowing. All that is be-- 
ftowed unprofitably , as to thee, to whornſoever thou 
Liveſt ir,vvhich is not grven firtt through Chriſt unto God, 
and to his ſervants for the Lords ſake. It may be 
profit however forthem, who receive it, burno_ profit 
ro thee who giveſt. *'Tis onely what's given to 
God, and'to men for Gods fake , for which God 
becomes debtor. | | 

IIT. Fetch all your alms out of your hearts. Draw forth 
thy ſoul ts the\bungry, Ifa. $8. 10. Give whar thou giveſt, 
I. Out of a willing heart. 2. Out of a compaſſionate heart. 
2. Out of a thankful heart. 6s . 

1. Out of a willing heart; Give willingly, 2 Cor. 9.6. 
Every man as he purpoſeth in his heart, ſo let him give , not 
grudgingly; or of neceſſity ,, for Goddoverh a cheerful giver. 
An alfns-deed in Scripture is called a Sacrifice, ſuch a 
Sacrificeas is well pleaſing unto God, Heb. 13. 16.-To 
do good, and to communicate, forget not, for with ſuch Sa- 
crifices God is well pleaſed. Now all our Chriſtian Sacrifi- 
CCS are to be: free-will Oblations. An alms withour a wzll, 
- -_ Sacrifice withouran heart,'and will be rejected of - 

"".> 0 thu of a Compaſſionate heart. Get a compaſtionate 
heart, and ferch all rhine alms outof thine own bowels. 
"Tis rbe hard heart of men that ſhurs up their purſes: thou 
ſay'ſt, Thou haft not ro ſpare, #hou wanteſt it thy ſelf, 
or thoſe abour thee may "want ir: No, thou wanteſt an 
heart, afid that is the reafon:that thoſe thar need , muft 

: | want 
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want thine A/ms. A compaſſionare heart would find 
ſomerhing, or other, for thoſe rhar are indiſtreſs. oy 

Ger acompaſlionate heart. God isa God of compaſ. 
fion, and his Children are compaſſionate Children , Col. 
2.12. Put on, ( as the Ele& of God) bowels of Mercy. 

1 John 3. 17. #boſo hath this worlds goods, and ſeeth his 
Brother in need, and ſhutteth' up bis bowels 'of compaſſion 
from him, (or is a mat of no bowels) how dwelleth the lgve 
of God in him? What ever thy Profeſſion , or thy Reli- 
gion be, or thy hopes be concerningir, thou haſt nothing 
of God in thee, thou art none of his, who haſt no bow- ' 
els. Gods a God of mercy, his Children are all mer- 
ciful Children. | 

 Werldling, wilt thou prove thy ſelf ro be zo Child of 
God 2 Wouldſt rhou prove that the Faith thou haft is 
wain, thy Religion vain, and that thou art but a prerender 
to the love of God , and haftnor the love of God within 
thee? This unmercifulneſs of thine will put ir our of que- 
ftion. If thou haſt no bowels of compaſſion , the love 
of Godis not in thee. | 

O ger a compaſſionate and merciful heart, Hafſt thou 
received mercy , and wilt thou not ge merciful ? Doſt 
thou hope for mercy, and wilt thou nor ſhew mercy 2 
Pur rhy felf inro thy poor Brothers caſe a while , think 
how hard 'ris with him ; think of his hanger and naked- 
neſs, of his preſſing ſtraits and miſeries , let thy Soul 
g0 into his houſe, and ſee bx naked walls, his cold Chim- 
ney, his empty 'Cup-board, his ſtarveling Children : : and 
rhen think again, O how if it were thus with me! Ah 
poor diſtreſſed Creatures ; how are they pinch'd and 
'pin'd, whilſt I have enough, and'abound ? O my bowels 
how can you bur yern? O mine beazt, how canſt rhou 
but bleed over ſich diſtreſſed ones ? Haſt rhou nothing 
to help rhem ? There's enough in my houſe , there's e- 
nough in my Purſe to yield them relicf, bur is there no 
Alms for them in my heart? Can I have the heart ro ſee 
them pine and periſh , and do nothing to help them ? 
Where are ye, O my bowels ? Where are my compaſ- 
ſions ? O my-ſoul help, and ſend portions to them for 
whom nothing is provided. "Pu | | 

3. Out of a thankful heart, Remeniber what God 
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hath doye for thee ;; Haſt thou any.ſenſe or experierice 
of his ſpecial love ro thee. in;Chrift? Whar ſhould rhar 
produce? 'The ſenſe of divine Goodneſs 'in a. way of 
Common Providence calls for all due acknowledgment 
from us: Bur a. raſte of. his paternal. love in pardoning 
our fins, and juſtiſying our. perſons, and inſtating us in e- 
ternal life. and bappineſs j upon the account of bs Sons fuf- 
fering and dying for us; this. is, as the ſtrongeſt Motive 
to, fo the moſt commanding Reaſon of our charity , or 
> A our Fellow-creatures, whoſtand in need 
of it. I fy 
 InChrift the beams of Gods mercy are. concentred, 
as the beams of- the Sun are in a Burning-glaſs , which 
falling upon our hearts, they are or ſhould be hereby 
inflamed, and made ro burn. with greater hear of love 
and kindneſs ro all in want, efpecially to all who bear 
his Image. The right Spring of Mercy to our Neighbour, 

\ #5 the ſenſe of Gods Mercy towards us. 

I V. Let all your ſtreams of love flow into the Ocean. 
My meaning is, Ler all be done to the glory of God. This 
muſt be your laſt end ro which all muit be directed, as 
the Apoſtle charges , 1 Cor. 10. 31. Whether you cat or 
drink; I may add, or whether you give. to eat, or to 

drink, or whatſoever ye do, "do all to the glory of God. 
Let this be chiefly in vour eye, and your heart, that God 
may be glorified. Other ſubordinate ends there are; as 
the refreſhing of the Needy, the adorning our boly Profeſ- 
ſion, the edification of others by our good example; but 
ail at laſt muſt end here, that God may be glorified. 

Take heed your end be not ro glorific your ſelves. As 
Worms breed in the faireſt fruir, fo Pride and Vain-glory 
are apt to creep up our of the beſt duties. -/ 

V. Let your works of Charity be done in humility, giving 
unto God rhe bonour of them, by acknowledging that as 
what you have beſtowed on the Poor, you firſt received from 
him : So it was his goodneſs to give you an heart to give 
any thing out of your abundance towards their relief. Yea, 
you ought tobe ever jealous over your ſelves, leſt there 
hath been fome hypocriſie and ſelj-ſeeking in your works 
of Charity, acknowledging that you are fo far from me- 
Fiting Heaven, and Salvation -by your gaad works , mm if 
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God ſhould deal with you according. to the rigour of 
his Juſtice, he mighr caft you. into Hell, for that Pride 
and Hypocrifie which cleaves to your beſt works; 

V1. Let your works of Charity to men be accompanied 
with prayers, and thanksgivings unto God, Thank God, 
Ttharhe hath pur you amongſt the Gzvers., andmor az, 
 mongſt rhe Receivers; ir being a more bleſſed thing ts 
grve, than toxreceive : that he hath pur you among the 
givers, and nor the withbolders: that he harh given you 
an eſtate to give, and an heart ro give. Thank God that 
. he will accept a gift at your hands ; thar he , whoſe is 
all you have, and ro whom it is owing , will account 
thar a gifr, which js bur rhe payment of ſo ſmall a part 
of your -debr : ſay with David, in 1 Chro. 29. 11, 13. 
 Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs ;; both riches and honour 
come from thee : Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, 
and praiſe thy glorious Name. But what am I, and what is 
my people , that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after 
this ſort ? For all things Come of thee , and' of thine own 
have we given thee. | 
- VII. Give out proportionably to what God hath given 
unto you, 1 Cor, 16. 2. The Apoſtle adviſerh the Corin- 
thians togive, as God bad proſpered them. 

Rich men therefore oughr' ro be rich in good works, 
for God expecteth fruit anſwerable to the teed which 
he fowerth. Hath he abounded ro you in this worlds 
goods? you ought thereupon to be abundant in good 
works towards others : your Pounds are expeFed,where 

the Widdows Mires are accepted. 

Having given you ſome Dire#ionsfor the manner of 
beſtowing your Alms, I ſhall. briefly ſhew. you rhe 
means how to attain to this'grace of Chriſtian Charity. 

Now the means I ſhall preſcribe, ſhall be, 

I. Such as tend tothe bringing your hearts to be willing 
ro this Duty, £ WED 

2. Such as ſhall tend to the belping of you for the better 
managing of it. £1 

Firſt, for means to bring” your. bearts tobe willing to ſet 
upon this Duty, rake theſe. ER 2/3 h 

' 1. Oftcall, to mind, and imprint in your memories the 

manifold Precepts in the Scriptures, requiring this Duty at 
E 3 | un 
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your hands. As alſo the many gracious promiſes God bath 
there made far the incourggement of hs people tbereunto ; 
and rhereupon reaſon thus with thy ſelf, het ? Hath: 
God commanded me , (Deur. 15. 10.) to give unto my 
Brother according to bus neceſſity? to Caſt my bread upen the 

*ratens2. Eccl. ir. 1.. And hath our bleſſed Saviour 
commanded me, Luk. 6, 38. ts gzve unto the poor ? 

And hath the Lord for my incouragement thereunto 
promiſed, that he will bleſs me in all my worky , and in ell 
that I put my hand unto, Profper me in my Trade and Calling? 
That my Barns ſhall be filled with plenty * That what we 
fhall give or lend unto the poor, he will pay us again with 
Intereſt? That though I caſ# my bread upon the waters, 
where it may ſeem ra be loſt, yet I ſhall find it after- 
many days, it ſhall certainly be returned into my boſom 
with increaſe ? And hath my Saviour for my incau- 
ragetrent promiſed, Luk. 6. 36. That if Þ give unto the 
poor, it ſhall be givento me again, good meaſure, preſſed 

: down, and ſhaken tagether, running over 2 Then certainly, ? 
oY there is no ſuch Compendious way to thrive and proſper in 
the world, as by my liberality to the poor. | 

2. Prefer Heaven , and the things thereaf, before this 

earth, and earthly things. Though rhe temporal reward 

which I haveſo much infifted on, be a great incourage- 

ment, yet the greateft incouragement.is the ſp:r:tual 
and eternal reward that the Lord hath promiſed. And 
that this may be the more prevailing incouragement, 
learn to efteem and prize things ſpiritual and eternal , a- 
bove all things that are but temporal. Suppoſe ir ſhould | 


_ 


fo fall our, that you ſhould never receive in kind what 
you beftow, yer count thoſe temporal things pur off ar 
the beſt rare, which you receive in things ſpiritual and 
eternal, Valve grace and glory above all rhe treaſures 
of the earth, and count your felves to grow rich men, 
according to your abounding in grace, and your eviden- 
ces for glory. And efteem it an unthrifry ſaving , and 
0 holding in, where you have an opportunity to improve 
p your inner man, by expending of your outward ſub-. 
arce. *© | 
Till Heaven be yalued above earth , this grear Argu- 
ment incouraging to Acts of Bounty and Mercy , vr | 
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loſe its efficacy. When, God-lays.,, Ca/hthy:bread upon the * 


waters, for thau ſhalt find; it. again after many.dzys , the 
Worldhng will be ready; ro demand , But how ſhall I 


find it? in what way ſhall it be returned: me ? Shall I. 


have bread for bread, on money fon my bread, orhouſes. or 
Lands for my money ? Probably thou mayſt. Bur ſup- 
poſe not ſd,, yet it_thalr be beter than. fp, thou ſhalr 


have in. grace what thou-parteſt with in. bread: or mo- 


ney: thou ſhalt reap in Heaven , what thou ſoweſt on 


. the Iaters. 


] but the Worldling will reply; I do not mean to part 


' with my bread, er my money. ſo. No, I-know thou doſt 


not; but rhe rea(on is, becauſe thou loveſt this. earth 
more than Heaven. Thoufayeſt , will Grace feed me ? 
will Grace cloath me ? Can I keep, my ſelf, and my Fa- 
mily? Can we live, and be maintained and preſerved 


from poverty and beggery. here , by hopes of glory 


hereafter? 

Go. Fool, and learn. better what God is, aud what 
his everlaſting mercy is; let the lafting treaſures , the 
durable riches be more priz'd. and valued by thee , and 
this will ſtop thy mourh, and flence rhine heart from 
ſuch vain reaſonings, Thou wilt never again fay , I can- 
not ſpare, my-bread, or: my. money. , when by. ſpending 
ir for God thou ſeeſt thou makeſt him thy Debtor , who 
will pay it thee again in ſpiritual and eternal good 
things., if once thou account theſe ro be better than'thy 
bread, or thy money. _ | 

But rill thou are come to be ſettled in this Judgment, 
and belief, borh that the good! things of God are infi- 
nitely:betrer than the good rhings of this earth ; and 
thar whar thou ſoweſt ta the earth, rhou. ſhalr certainly 


reap in tieaven, ti] rhou comeſt in good earneft to be of 


this mind,, Gods Poor are like ro be bur little the better 
for thee. | Tn 

'T'is this, Beloved, that will effecCtually do it, will o- 
pen your hearts, and open your hands in bounty and 
liberality for God , when you come ro be rooted in rhe 
praQical belief of this Principle , upon which the pra- 


_Etice of:alþReligion ttands, and is upheld in the world, 


That Heauen is khetter than Earth : if this other be added 
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ro it, That what is ſincerely laid out for God in the 
Earth, ſhall certainly be | repayed in Heaven; beſides 
"that return which the Lord here in this world often- 
times makes ro the charitable. 

2. For the means rending ro help you far the better 
managing of ir; rake theſe Blowing, 

' 1. Either follow the example of the Primifive Saints, 
in ſetting apart ſomething every Lords Day out of the for- 
mer Weekspettings. | | b.; 

Or 2. Devote unroGod a certain portion” of thy year- 
ly Incomes for charitable uſes. | FJ, 

Thar the former way of ſetring apart ſomething e- 
very Lords Day for 'the relief of the Poor, was the 
practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, is clear from that 
of the Apoſtle ro the'Corinthians., 1 Cor. 16. r, 2. Now 
concerning the Colleion jor the Saints, as I bave given or- 
der to the Churches of Galatia , even ſo do ye. Upon the 


firſt day of the Week, (which is the Lords Day) ler every 


one of you lay by him in ſtore,' as God hath proſpered him. 
This way and courſe concerns ſuch in ſpecial who live 
upon their daily labours. _ 

Bur ro fuch Gentlemen , and others who. live upon 
their Rents and Offices; and to ſuch Merchants and Ci- 
rizens who once a year caſt up their accounts, :I would 
commend the latter way of devoting unto God a cer- 
rain portion of their yearly Income by Rent, or orher- 
wiſe; and then ſeparating it from the reſt, ro. account 
Ita Sacred Stock for the Poor , not to be imployed to 
any other uſe. +2 BITS 

All men naturally (through the corruptian that is in 
them) are hard-hearted', and :cloſe-handed , very un- 
willing to part with any thing conſiderable upon ſud- 
den occaſions for charitab'e uſes. Bur having afore- 
hand ſer apart fomething, their ears, hearrs and hands, 
are open to every charicable motion , and very rea* 
dy and forward are they the.more liberally. ro con- 
tribure thereunto of what is laid by , rejoycing that 


they have met with ſo good an Object 'of Cha- 


TIty. | 7 | 

As for rhe guota pars, what proportion every one 
pught to ſer apart our of his yearly Income- for good 
_ a uſes, 


and. charitable uſes; as Gen. 
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uſes, I do nor find it" particularly fer - down in the 
Word of God ; and: therefore dare nor poſitively de- 
rermine the ſame; and the rather , becauſe rhere are 
ſo many circumſtances which alrer the caſe, rhat no 


certain rule can be given, bur ſhall leave ir to .the 


diſcretion and ingenuity of the prudent Chriſtian. 

Bur though the Scripture doth not determine the ex- 
ad proporfon' to be fet apart for good works, yer 
doth ir command. us ,' to give out' proportionably ro what 
God bath given unto 11s; to open our hands wide to the ne- 


Ceſſities of the Poor; robe rich in good works, and the 


like. Yea the Scripture doth commend unro us the ex- 
amples -of very bountiful Chriſtians; as of Dorcas, 
who 1s ſaid ro be full of pood works, and Alms-deeds 
which ſhe did, Act. 9.36. And of Cornelius, who is faid 
ro give much Alms , At. 10.2. And of the Macedoni- 
ans , Who are ſaid, to give to their power , yea and be- 
Fond their power, 2 Cor. 8. 3. Ir likewiſe commendeth 
unto us the. example of Facob , who in teſtimony of his 
thankfulneſs unto God for what he ſhould beſtow up- 
on him , vowed rhe tenth or_ unto God for pious 
8. po, 22. Aud Jacob 

vowed a vow unto Gad, ſaying , Of all that thou ſhalt give 
me, -I will ſurely give the tenth unto thee. Ces nfs 
Theſe examples are lefr upon Record for our  imita- 
tion; for as the Apoſtle fpeaketh, Rom. 15. 4. What- 
ſoever thines were written afore-time , were written for 
our learmng, and for our admonition. The moſt that [ 
have heard, or read of, who have taken this courſe, ro 
conſecrate unto God a certain portion of their Eftate 
ro charitable uſes:, have followed rhe example of Za- 
cob, in giving a tenth part unto God. And as God did 
exceedingly bleſs Facob afrer his Vow ; ſohath he like- 
wiſe blefſed very many others, afrer cheir like Vow 
on Go: 57 AT: | 
' Mr. Stock in his Funeral Sermon at the Burial of 
the Lord Harrington , ſpeaking of his Charity, decla- 
red, thar in his life-rime he gave the renth part of his 


yearly Revenue to the Poor. Mr. Gataker in his. Fune- 


rai Sermon ar the Burial of Mr. F9bn Parker Merchant, 
and Citizen of London, ſpeaking of his Charity , faith, 
IP That 
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That at bx firſt effetual Call ,- among other things he then 
reſolved upon, ths was one , to fet apart every year a tenth 
of by gain for the relief of the poor and needy; and that 
God from that time abundantly aduanced hy Eſtate. And 


queſtionleſs, if ſuch Merchants, who uſually inſure their ' 


oods upon their apprehenſion of danger at Sea, would 
incerely promiſe unto God, in reſtimony of their thank- 
fulneſs unto him , the tenth, of whar ſhoul come ſafe 
into their hands, they might receive far greater Returns 
than they do. | 
In the Life of Dr. Hammend, written by Dr. Fel, I 
find this exprefiion ; © The rare and ſum of what the 
© Doctor devoted, was the tenth of all bis :Income , wherein 
* he was ſo ſtriftly punttual, that commonly the firſt thing be 
* did, was to compute and ſeparate the Poor Mans, ſhare, 
And how his Stock increaſed , notwithftanding his a- 
bundant giving out to the relief of others, the Hiſtory 
at large declareth: The like I read in. the Life of 
Mr. William Wheatly, Miniſter of Banbury , how for 
many years he ſet apartthe tenth of his yearly comings 
in, both out of his Temſgoral and Eccleſiaſtical Means, 
and rhat bs Eſtate proſp®ed the better after be took that 


courſe. To theſe I could add many more gut of the. 


Lives of good and charitable men, and our of ſeveral 
Funeral Sermons which axe printed and publiſhed ; 
and could name mulrirudes of men now living, who 
have devoted the like, and greater portion out of their 
Eftares for charitable uſes; and are ready to atteſt the 
truth of rhis diſcourſe , That they are no loſers, but great 
gainers in Temporals, by what they have given tg the 
Poor. 

Mr. Richard Baxter in his Learned and Uſeful Piece, 
called , 4 Chriſtian Direfory , Part. the 4th. fol. 195. of 
the quota pars, what proportion is meet for moſt men 
ro devote for charitable uſes, whether the tenth part of 
rheir increaſe be not ordinarily a fit proportion ? hath 
this expreſſion : | 

© Though the proportion of the tenth part is too much for 
* ſome , and much too little for oth?rs; yet for the moſt 
© part , I think it-as likely a proportion as it s fit for ana- 
* they to preſcrahe in particular, | | 


Yer 
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Yet I would not be thought ra impaſe this as a pro- 


portion tobe qbſeryed by all; tor all mens hqarts are 
not alike inlarged with. love and bounty : and ſome 


there are who have no'more than 18 necefſary for the 


comfortable ſapporr of themfeives and Family, fram 
wham lets is required for rhe relief of athers. Bur 
I would advile ſach whom the Lord hath bleſſed with a 
plentiful Eſtare, fo thar their neceſſary expences are, 
or Might be, far leſs rhan rheir Incomes, to devare a 
tentb part af their whole yearly Income t2 charirable 
uſes : I ſay, of their whole yearly Income , Withaur firſt 
deducting any part thereof for Dier, Cloarhs, or other 
neceſſary expences; for the tenth of the remainder will 
be a very inconſiderable proportion far a rich man to 
devore to Charity, and far ſhort of that which the 
Scripture ſeemeth ra call for. : 

And know afſuredty, that this courte is {o far from 
being a means of diminiſhing your Srock and Stare, thar 
if ir be managed as it Qught, according to the foremen- 
rioned Rules and Directians, it is the fureſt and ſafeft 
means, the moſt coampendiaus courſe of increaſing ir, 
through the ſecrer bleffing of God which accompanieth 
the ſame; which hark: been ſaflictently demonſtrated 
in the foregoing diſcourſe. 

2. Be Careſul an wham thou beftoweſt thine Alms ; for 
by giving to fuch common Beggars who. are able ro 
work, and yer are fo lazy thar they will nor work, bur 
would live by the ſweat of other mens brows : I fay, 
by relieving ſuch, we thall both mairiram them in their 
idle and wicked life; and they who are truly poor, 
and ought to be looked upon as the proper Qbjects of 
our Charity,'will be neglected, or ar leaſt ſcanted of 
thar which of right belongeth tro them, 

Tam not againft the relieving of all Beggars, ſome 
of them I know are blind, others lame, aged, and paſt 
their work ; rhefe impotent poor, irregard of their pre- 
ſenr condition, are Qbjects of Charity ; bur nor the im- 
pudent Poor, who have ſtrength enough ro work , and 
will not, rhoſe Canting Vagranrs , who are the burthen 
of the earth, and ſhame of the Kingdom , for theſe I 
have no Charity : Neither had the Apoſtle S. Paul, "_ 
y - | rowards 
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towards Gods Poor was full 'of compaſſion; but for 
the Devigs Poor, he gave this Command, 2 Thef. 3. 10. 
That if any would not work, neither ſhould he eat; that 
hunger and necefliry might drive them to labour. Eraf-. 
mus mentions a kind of mercy meereſt for ſuch, 'ris mi- 
ſericordia puniens : Surely the Whip is more their due, 
than food; Bridewell to entertain them, than an 4lms- 
bouſe. ad 41 
7 I. * Another Means 'for the attaining this Grace of 
Chriſtian Charity, is this ; Be earneſt with God in pray- 
er, that he would be pleaſed to beſtow upon thee that adorn- 
ing and inriching Grace of Charity, and accept thy Of- 
fering. This Sacrifice , as it muſt be offered upto Hea- 
ven, 1o ir muſt be fetched from Heaven. The gift of a 
merciful and charitable heart, is one of thoſe gifts that 
come down from above, even the- Father of Lights, 
Jam. 1. 17." If thou receiveſt nor this gifr from God, 
rhy poor Brother. is like to have no gift from thee. Now 
ir muſt be thy prayer thar muſt ferch down this gift 
from God. Lifrup thine heart to the Lord, and beg a 
merciful and compaſſionate Soul ; beg of God that he 
would make thee ready to every good work, willing ro 
communicate to the poor Members of. Chriſt , accord- 
ing to thine ability , and their ogor thar thereby 

thou mayeſt lay up in ſtore for thy {elf a good Founda- 
tion againſt rhe rime rocome ,. and fo lay hold on Erer- 
nal Life :. Pray for a willing heart, and pray for accep- 
rance of thy gift , that thine Alms may-be ſuch a Sacri- 
fice, and ſo offered up, that therewith the Lord may be 
well pleafed. ts C2 Ons | h | 

Having*thus ſhewed you the Meang on our part to be 
performed for attaining and exerciſing this Grace of 
Charity ; I ſhall cloſe rhis diſcourſe with anſwering rwo 
or three Objections. ers 

Obje. 1. Some object the grearnefs of their charge, 
the number of rheir Children, who muſt be cared " 
and thereupon have little ro give to the Poor. 

Anſw. 1. Haſt thou many Children, thou oughteſt the r.a- 
ther ro becharitable, that thereby thou mayeſt intail Gods 
bleſſing upon them, which is the. beſt portion, and ſureſt in- 
heritence thou canſ# leave them; that will I 

| rock, 


Stock, and improve their Store; whereas unmercifi- 
neſs tro the Poor will intail a Cxrſe, inſtead of a Bing, 
upon the Perſons and Eftates of thy Children. _. -; 
2, Thou who objefteft the number of - thy- Children gs a 
Plea for thy Parfimony, bow Juſtly may God then leſſen the 
number, and ſo take awag thu excuſe , by taking thy Chil- 
dren from thee. Fe ' PI 
. *'S. Suppoſe thou haſt many Children, it may be half a ſcore, 
reckon God for one more ;, give unto him a Childs Portion; 
I mean, beſtow upon rhe Poor, far his fake, as much e- 
very Year, as one Child ſtands thee in ; give unto them 
2 Childs Portion, and I dare boldly fay, thou wilr nor 
be the poorer, but rather a great gainer. For therehy 
wilr thou procure Gods bleſſing upon thy ſelf and Chil- 
dren, which in trurh'is all in all ; and withour which, . 
all is like ro come to nothing , as we ſee by daily expe- 
rience; Which made. S. Anſtin ſay, Heredi praſtabs, 
quicquid miſericordie cauſa de ejus portione detraxeris, 
Aug. de Tempore,'Serm. 76. That which thou giveſt our 
of rhine eſtate ro charitable uſes, will be no loſs ro thy 
Children, bur rather a great advantage. Yea the Spirir 


_ of God. in ſerting forth the happinels of a merciful man, 


faith, his Children ſhall fare the berrer for his goodneſs 
and bounty ; as Pſal. 37. 16. He 1s ever merciful, : and 
lendeth, and bis ſeed is bleſſed ; that 1s , God will bleſs 
his Children, .nor -only with Spiritual , but alfo with 
Temporal bleſlings. RE ' 

2. Obj. Many Profeſſors, in theſe days, are very bar- 
ren ingood works. | 

Anſw. Fruitlefs and uncharitable Chriſtians may make 
.a Profeſſion of Religion, but queſtionlefs they are no ſound + 
Chriſtians, nor ſincere Profeſſors. For moſt certain it is, 
thar the Ele# of God do put on bowels of mercy and-com- 
paſſon; as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Col. 3. 12. And there- 
fore an uncharitable Chriſtian is a meer contradiction. 
For who is a Chriſtian bur he who cenforms himſelf ro 
the Law, and Life of Chriſt? The ſubſtance of whoſe 
Law is Charity, and whoſe Life was ſpent in going a- 
bour doing good, fome way or other, to the Soul and 
Bodies of Men and Women. 
 Whofoever therefore having this Worlds gone 

cet 
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ſeerh his Brother in reed, and:hurrech up his bowels 
of compatſion from tym, and will nor communicate any 
thing confderable towards hisnecedGries ; let his Pro- 
-Faſſion be never 1d ſpecious and4gforious in rhe eyes of 
men, yer cerrmnly Ne is bury .romwen Profeſſor , and 
diſſermbling Hypoerite in'thetfight of God. In Marrh, 
25:23. we find thar liberality tro the Members of Chrif& 
made rhe ſpecial Fouch-ſtane of crue Faith and Gogd- 

Imeſs. For'they are the Tharirable perſons, who ar the 
-preat day of Judgment Will appear ro be the Sheep at 
riſes right hand; and ſhall hear that joyful Sentence 
of Abſolution? Come ze blefſed of my Farber, inberir the 


Kinzdon prepared for you , from the foundation of the 


World: for I was an bangred, and ye gave me meat; Iwas 
thirſty, and ye gave me drink: I was @ ſtranger, and ye 
Took mein; I was naked, arid ye Cloathed me; I was 
fick,, and ye vifired me; © was in priſon, and ye Came 
anto ME. Aus he 

And ct the orher fide, all unmerciful men who have 
nor relieved .Chriſt in his Members , whatſoever Pro- 
feflion of Religion they have made here in this World, 
yer at the laſt day will appear to be the Goars fer on 
Chrifts left hand ;* and ſhall hear thar dreadful Sentence 
of Condemnation', Depart from me Je Curſed into ever- 
laſting fire , prepared for the Devil, and bf Angels : For 
T was an bungred, and ye gave me no meat ; Twas thirſty, 
*-and ye gave me no drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye took. 


me not in; naked, and ye cloathed me not ;, fick, andin 


priſon , and ye viſited me not. Hence it appeareth, rhar 
as mercy and bounty to the poor Members of Chriſt, 
1s a confpicuous evidence of rrue Faith , and fincere 
godlineſs in a Chriſtian, and ſignally declares him. Pi- 
-ous; © illiberaliry , and unmercifuineſs to them ,' is a 
clear mark of infidelity, and ungodlineſs, and fignally 
declare him an unbeliever; and 10 a Wicked and pro- 
phane perfon : Therefore I ſhould much queſtion rhe 
ſinceriry of their Faith and Piery , who making a pro- 
feſſion of Religion, ſhew lirrle or no Charity to the 
poor Members of Chrift. For as the Apoſtle Fames 
ſpeaketh , Ch. 1. v. 21. Pure Religion, and undefiled be- 
fore God, and the Father, u this, to viſit the Fathberleſs 

| -and 
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' and Widdows in their affliftion : Implying , that works 
of Mercy and Charity rightly performed, 


are Clear e- 
vidences of the truth of our Religion , and of the fin- - 
cerity of our Profefſion. And if you look into: the 


| Scriptures , you ſhall ſearce read of a man rruly godly, 


but you may read alſo, thar.he was merciful, and cha- 
ritable., forward to every good work. 
So much ſhall ſuffice for this Point of -Doctrine. 


A word or two for-my Brethrenglake of the frſ# Do- 
frine'raifed from rhe foregoing verſe , which is rhe 
principal Point there intended by our Saviour; which 
was This. h | 

' 17. That all. needful fuccour , and good entertainment, 
ought to be afforded in ſpecial to the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. | | 

Our Saviaur in commending Objects to our Chari- 
ty, in the firſt place mentionerh Prophets , and rhe Righ- 
teous Ones , ſaying , He that receiveth a Prophet in the 
Name of a Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophets reward : and 
then addeth, He that receiverh a Righteous Man in the 
name of .a Righteous Man, &c. © | 

Indeed, ſogeneral muſt be the Extent and Emana- 
tion-of our Charity, rhatir muſt nor exclude any who 
are in want and diſtreſs. For though we may , and 
ought to pur a difference berween men upon whom we 
beſtow our Charity, yer oughr we nor to reſtrain ir 
from - any. men who are in want; but muſt act the 
Grace of Charity towards them who have not the Grace 
of Faith. Yea, we ought to T good unto all, as the Apo- 
{tle exhorterh,, Gal. 6. 13. But eſpecially unto them who 
are of the Houſhold of Faith. And among them, chiefly 
ro the Miniſters of _ So as this Object af Charity: 
Prophet, is nor kere tobe taken exclufively, but by way 
of Eminency and*Preferment : Miniſters are before, and 
above others , with more readineſs and chearſulneſs to 
be miniftred unto. _ ; 

The people of Iſrael, we read, were commanded 
once and again not to leave nor foriake their Levites, 
eſpecially when they were reduced into any ftreights 
and. exegencies; as Deut, 12, 19, and 14. 27. _ 

| muc 
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-much leſs ſhould the Miniſters "of the Goſpel-be left and - 
forſaken by rhe people of God; when they. lieunder a- 
ny want or diſtreſs. . ..* 4 357 1 TOI 
.. (The examples.of Gods'peaple rhat have gone before 
u5 inthe performance of this dury, are many, :both-in 
the Old and New: 'Teftament: . Ir is recorded to rhe 
perperual praiſe. and commendation of Obadiah., that 
he hid the Propbers of God by fifty in a Cdve;' from the 
cruelry of Fezabel , and ſuſtained them with food, and 
Miniſtred all chinggnecefſary.unro them, 1:King. 18/13. 
We read likewifſc how the Widdow of Sarephath” novu- 
riſhed the Propher Elijab in her houſe-for many days 
and years, even fo long as rhe Famine continued, 
x King. 17.15, 16. | The kindnefs' of the good Shunamite 
ro the. Prophet Eliſha, is largely. reported , '2-King. 4. 
8. &c. It fell on a day. that Eliſha paſſed to:Shmnem, 
where was a: great. Woman , and ſhe conſtrained him to 
ear bread ; that: is, torefreſh himfelf with food. 4nd ſo 
it was; that asoft as be paſſed: by, \he turned in thither. to 
eat bread. Having found, good :enterrainment ; .and 
hearty. welcom / he did the ,oftner viſir, the. Family. 
And ſhe ſaid unto her Husband', Behold now I perceive, 
that this is-anboly Man of God. which paſJeth by ws :conti- 
nually , let 'us: make. a little Chamber, T pray thee, on" the 
waf, and let:us ſet for hinithere a Bed, and a Table, and 
 @ Srood, and a Candleſtick, Under theſe, orher neceſſary 
accommodarions are comprized. The good:: Woman 
deſired of her Husband , that a:Chamber might: be:made 
for the Prophet on' the wall; pethaps nor tharſhewanted 
room. in her houſe ro lodge him in, bur becauſe - ſhe 
conſidered, that the noiſe 'of a grear Family might; be 
ſome diſturbance ro the Prophers ſtudy and devotion ; 
cierefore thought it convenient to provide fuch a Cham- 
ber for him, where he might be: more retired ,' and 
have rhe free ingreſs and egreſs, that*by thoſe accom- 
modarions he might be incouraged the oftner,ro take up 
his lodging there. | | 
Rom. 16. 2. Itis ſer downas the heighr and Crown of 
Phebe's good works, that ſhe had been a ſuccourer of the 
Apoſile Paul in his wants and ſtraits. And. in 2 Tim. 1. 
16. we read how Oneſipborus refreſhed and relieved rhe 


Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle ini” his ſuffering condition , ahd was not aſbamed . 


of bis Chain; that is, though he were a Priſoner , and 

under reftraint for the Goſpels ſake , yer Oneſiphorus 
owned him, ſhewed him all reſpect , ficcoured and re- 
lieved him in that his low condition. Gaixs likewiſe, 
a godly, wealthy Citizen of Corinth, is famous for thar 
kind entertainment and fuccour which he gave to the 
Apoſtle, and the Cliurch with him; Rom. 16. 23. 

Ir is recorded ro the commendation of King Edward 
the Sixth, that he afforded all needful ſuccour ; and 
good entertainment, to Bucer, Fagius, and other Di- 
vines, when they fled into this Kingdom, by reafoh of 
rhe rroubles in their own Nation. And Beza in his 


. Epiſtle ad Regem Facobum, maketh an honourable men- 


tion of a liberal Collection of the Church of Scotland 
ſent ro-the French Mihifters, who were baniſhed Rel:- 


 gionu cauſa. 


Here are fair Copies for us to write afrer. And in- 
deed why are theſe things written, and left upon Re- 
cord to Poſterity, but fot our learning ? Not ſo much 
for our admiration, as for our imitation, that we might 


1 follow their ſteps; and write after their Copy 3 which 


S. Paul teſtifies of the Macedonians, 2 Cor. 9. 2. How 
that very many of them were ſtirred up, and provoked to a 
liberal contribution to the poor Saints at Jeruſalem , by 
the forwardneſi and zeal of the Corinthians. And S.\4u- 
ſtin (Confeſ. lib. 9. Cap. 2. ) confeſleth , that the examples of 
Gods Servants did burn and conſume b# own luke-warmneſs, 
ard their fervent zeal ſet an edge 6n bis Devotion. 

. To theſe Examples I ſhall adda few REASONS 
for the better inforcing this Dury upon you. 

Reaſ. I. Becauſe Miniſters being ſupported, are like to 
be meſt ſerviceable to the Church of God. "They are Spi- 
ritual Fathers, to beger men unro Chriſt. They are. 
his Ambaſſadours , and ſtand in his ſtead to reveal rhe 


| Myſteries of rhe Kingdem , ſent forth ro be Reconci-- 


lers betwixt God and this ſinful World , to pray and 
beſeech them to be reconciled unto God, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
Their works to bear the. Name of God, to publiſh the 
Salvation of -God before the world; ts open the eyes of 
the blind, . and tg turn them oh darkneſs to light __ 

Mm 
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| From the power of Satan unto 'Gad, that they may receive 


forgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance among them that - 


are ſantified. In which reſpect Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are more uſeful and ſerviceable in' their Generation, 
than either Lawyers, Phyſitians , or Tradeſmen , which 
yer are uſeful enough. | 

- 1. Lawyers indeed may be a means of ſetrling your 
Right in your Goods and Lands : Bur Minifters of ſer- 
tling your Right royour Heavenly Inheritance. 

2. Phyſitians may cure the Maladies of your Badies; 
bur Miniſters are ſenr to cure the diſeaſes of your 
Souls. | 

3. Merchants, and all forts of Tradeſmen may reple- 
miſh a Land with all manner of Commodities neceſſary 
for this life: Bur Miniſters only bring in ſuch heavenly 
and Spiritual Treaſures as ſpring up into the Evyerlaſt- 
ing Treaſure. 


So thar by ſupplying their bodily wants, you do 
comfort and refreſh the Souls of many. And what bet-. ' 


ter Charity imaginable , than by relieving the remporal 
wants of ſome few, to further the everlaſting Salvation 
of wany ? Oh whar cauſe will their Souls have to bleſs: 
God toall Erernity for your Charity , who have been 
converted by the Miniſtry of thoſe whom you have re- 
freſhed and ſupported in their work ! ie 
Reaſ. LI. Another Reaſon may be taken from the con- 
fideration of the quality of the perſons for whom I am 
pleading : They are not ſo mean as outwardly they ap- 
pear. They whom you behold fo poorly clad, walking 


ſo dejedtedly , m"_ deſtitute of many—ontward—com-' 


forts, are men indowed with many ſingular Prero-' 
gatives' and Priviledges , not only above the reſt of 
Gods people, bur likewife above the moſt glorious 
Angels. | | 5 oh | 
Compare them firſt with the people of God; they 
are called the Lords Sheep , theſe the Shepberds of the 
Flock, Ezek. 34. 2. They Children in Gods Family, 
theſe Spiritual Fathers , who by the ſeed of the Word 
beger men unto God, 1 Cor. 4.15. Therefore the Spi- 


Tit of God vouchſafeth them rhis dignity , 'ro be called 


ovV4ey01 53 Ot , Fellow-laboitrers with God. 
Con- 


red .pufin. 
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Concerning Ange/s; true it is, that they and Mini- 

fters are Felow-ſervants, Rev. 22. 9. But yet Miniſters 
have ſundry Prerogatives above them. 

1. Angels rejoyce at the converſion of a ſimmer , Luke 
1s. 10. But by the Miniſtery of Prophets, ſinners are 
converted unte God, A. 26.18. | 

2. An Angel was ſent to Corneliws, to adviſe hint whis- 
' ther to. goto be inftructed ; bur a Miniſter inſtructed 

him in the way of Life, 48. 10. 6. 34. 

' 3. Was the word of Reconciliation ever comiaitted 
to Angels? to Minifters it is commirted , 2 Cor. 5.18. 
It is obſervable, that the Embaſſage of Minifters is not 
ſimply ayſtAia , « Meſſage, but weyyWor, the Goſpel, 
the gladſom rydings of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, ints 
whick the Angels themſelves do deſire to look, and pry, as 
the Apoſtle Peter expreſſeth, 1 Pet. 1. 12. The Lord 
hath alſo commirted to his Mizifters the adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments , which are the Seals of his Cove- 
nant , Whereby all his precious Promiſes are ratified; 
and confirmed unto us. So that as in reſpect of the 
rich treaſures of Gods Word committed to their di- 
fpenſing , they are the Lords Treafwrers : So in reſpedt 
of the Sacraments , they are the Keepers of bis Great 
| Seal. If rhefe Officers be great under Mortal Princes, 
whar are they under the King of Kings? 

I have taken the liberty, ina few words, to ſet forth 
ſome of the Priviledges of the Minifters of the Go- 
ſpel; partly for the comfort and conſolation of many 
of them under miſery and poverty, and partly for the 
incitation of others to afford them that double honour 
which the Apoftle calls for, 1 Tim. 5:17. Namely, the 
honour of refpe&, and the honour of maintenance , that 
rhey ſuffer them nor to ſink under their burthen, bur af- 
ford them ſome ſeaſonable ſaccour and rehef, ſuitable 
to their preſent wants and neceilities- . 

Reaſ. IEF. Becauſe Miniſters are ofteneſt expoſed to 
ſufferings and diſtreſſes ; and ſo have moſt need of relief. 
The Bow of the Adverfaries of Religion is bent moſt 
ainſt the Teachers and Leaders of the people. That 
ord, 1 King. 22. 31. Fight neither with fmall or great, 
| Save only with the Kin of Ifracl, Fm einged into, 
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Fight neither with-ſmtall"o*: gyeat ;" but only againſt the Þ 
Prophets of the Lord. \Smite the Shepherds, and the Sheep | 
will be ſcattered. Experience enough tells 'rhe world. | 
who they are rhar are ſer in.the Front of the Bartle, and | 
who are the firſt that fall by the power of the Adverſa- | 
ries. And who ſhould be moſt-in the eye of Charity , but 
thoſe that are moſt in the eye:of emalice ? 

Beſides, For whoſe ſakes .1s ir that Miniſters are ſo 
ofren brought ſo low ? Ts-it not for your fakes, —_ 
Souls are dearer to them than. their own ſubſtance ? Is 
ir nor often upon this account , becauſe they will be 
faithful ro you, and will not keep ſilence, nor ceaſe to 
watch over you; and to warn, and to inftruct youfrom 
day to day ? | 

Might they nor ſave themſelves more whole , if they 
would hold their peace, and ler the Devil alone to have 
his will of you? For .your ſakes no doubr ir is , that 


much of their ſifferings come upon them ; and ſhall 


they be forſaken by you? The truth is, it is upon this 
account a piece of Juſtice, as well as- a piece of Charity, 
ro relieveand ſuccour. them 3 and ſo you may do two 
good works in one; the ſame Alms may be both a 
work of Righteouſneſs, and a work of Mercy. 

Reaſ. I V. Your gratitude to God requireth a chearful 
performance of thy Duty from you. For wherein can you 
otherwiſe make a ſuirable return ro God , for what he 
hath plentifully conferred on you, than by contributing 
ſome of your Temporals to them ,, from whom ye reap 
{9 much-in Spirituals? The Lord of his free grace and 
rich mercy hath abounded ro you in theſe outward 
things 3 He hath given you richly all things ro enjoy. Yea, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh , He hath loaded you with his be- 
nefits. Now, not to return ſome part of your Eftate to _ 
him, who hath given you all that you do enjoy , were 


_ Ingratitude in the higheſt degree: And therefore how 


dorh it concern you ofren ro pur the Pſalmiſts queſtion 
to your ſelves, Whar ſhall IT render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits towards me ? Pſalm 116.12. Surely one 
kindneſs deſerveth another ; as God hath been bounti- | 
$ul ro you, ſure you are very unworthy if you. be not | 
bountiful to his. And how do you think he will take ir 

Ef ar 


= ww inp we Pn F3 Yo VV 


7 y+ 0 > 


mY & vo 2 I T0 


or WV TD we v3 WW 


w |} w cm pou WW vv mw Tay 


| Þ 


% ww wv 1H 


- . Way of Thrivings. 69 
at your hands? Will he ever ſay to you, W-1 done good 
and faithful Servant , thou”baſt been faithful, a good 
Steward of my many gifts? Or 18 it all one to you whe- 
ther heſay, Well done, or not? 225 

And in regard you cannot directly and immediately 
requite him who 1s uncapable of being inriched by us, 
(My goodneſs extendeth not to thee. Plalm 16. 2.) it will 
be your wiſdom to- expreſs your thankfulnels ra God 
by being kind ro his poor Relations. Now , who are 
nearer to God than his Miniſters ? who he hath ap- 
pointed to ſtand in his room , ro declare his mind unro 
his people; who are, as the mourh of the people unto 

God , fo Gods Mouth unro the people; who are the 
Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts, by whoſe Miniſtry there 
1s peace concluded, and Reconciliarion proclaimed be- 
rween God and Man. Surely what kindneſs you ſhevr 
ro theſe, he takes as done unto himſelf, Matth. 25. 40. 

Reaſ. V. Your relieving the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, 
may in a ſenſe be ſaid to have ſomething wore in it, than 
if you ſhould ſhew your Charity ta bimſelf in bis own per- 
ſon, -as being a ſign of greater love. It is bur an ordi-- 
nary thing to return kindneſs to our deareſt Friends, but 
fo extend our good will ro their Relations , or ſervants 
for-their ſakes, is an evidence of much greater love. 

For if upon their account only we do good unto theſe ; 

how much more wouldir be judged we ſhould be ready 

ro doit unto themſelves, if they ftood in need of our * 

help? And fo will Chrift look upon it: Our bounty ex- 

preſſed to his Miniſters he will receive as an-Evidence 
of our more abundant loye unto him, which he will in 
no wiſe forget, nor ſuffer ro go unrewarded. 

Reaſ. VL. Such as relieve the poor Miniſters of Chriſt, 


ſhall have their bleſſing , the benefit of their prayers unto 
God, They will bleſs you however , though you have 
.no bleſſing for them. Thought. you have not an Alms 


for them yer they will have a prayer for you. Bur 
their bowels being refreſhed by you, you may expect 


that rheir hearts will be the more inlarged for you; 


and this will be a far greater kindneſs than you can be- 
| frow onthem. . Your gifr cannot be worth rheir fervent 
prayers, In this reſpect it is much better tro give, than 
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ro receive; becauſe he that receives hath but a periſh- 
ing Alms, he that gives receives an abiding bleſſing, the 
blefling of prayers. 

Herein did rhe Apoſtle S. Paul! make a large requital 
ro One/ipborus for the kindneſs he ſhewed to him in his 
impriſonment ; as you may read, 2 Tim. 1. 16. The Lord 
give mercy unto the Houſe of Oneſiphorus , for be aft re- 
ſreſhed me , and was not aſhamed of my Chain. As if he 
had ſaid, I received much comfort and refreſhment 
from One/iphorus when I was in Priſon , for the which 1 
beſeech the Father of all mercies, to ſhew :mercy un- 
ro him, and his, by bleſſing him, and his whole Family, 
with all bleſſings, both remporal, ſpiritual, and erernal. 
And indeed what bleſſing can rhar man want, who hath 
a ſhare in many Miniſters prayers? which are ayail- 
able for the qbraining of all good things ar the hand of 
God; as for themſelves, ſo for others. Yea, the very 
work of Charity doth beſpeak a blefling from God. As 
the blood of Abel is ſaid ro cry to the Lord for a Curſe 
or Vengeance-upon Cain , ſo every act of Charity cry- 
eth ro God for a bleſſing upon the Charitable, Our ve- 
ry acts of Charity, in relieving the wants of the poor, 
and refreſhing their bowels, do pray and cry to God 
for his bleſſing upon us, and ours. 

Reaſ. V I. Your Charity to them will be bereafter re- 
warded with everlaſting glory and happineſs in the King- 
dom of Heaven. This reaſon our Saviour himſelf giveth 
in theſe words ; He that recepueth a Prophet in the name 
of a Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophets reward; whereby 
is meant that ſurpaſſing and excellent weight. of glory, 
which cannor be expreſſed by the rongue of men or 
Angels. Yea, by the reward of a Prophet , ſeemerh ro 
be implied the higheſt degree of heavenly glory. For 
Daniel 12. 3. it is ſaid , That they that be wiſe, that is, the 
righteous , who are indowed with true ſpiritual. wil- 
dom, being lighrned by the Spirir of God , ſhall ſhine 
as the brightneſs of the Firmament; but they that turn ma- 
x to righteouſneſſi, which is the work of Prephets, 

foot "ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever. 

Now by your bounty to the Prophets of God, you 
may come to partake of their reward, So that it is 
-", | | | | your 
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your own concernment to contribute liberally rowards 
their relief.. Nor that your Charity ro them-doth me- 
Tit thar glorious reward; bur in regard of the promiſe 
of God made to all thoſe, who do exerciſe the ſame to- 
wards his Miniſters, it ſhall be truly given unro them. 


For a word of Application. 
Oh how ſhould the conſideration of theſe things ſtir up 
. the hearts of all, eſpecially ſuch as have a bleſſing in their 
hand, an Eſtate to give, to draw forth their Souls, and reach 
forth their bands to the ſupply of theſe wanting ſervants of 
God. Surely this is a time wherein Chrift is rrying 
your love to him, by your Charity to them. Are you 
not concerned to make proof of your Jove ro Chriſt ?. 
Have you not an opportunity before you, and a loud 
Call from Heaven, to prove- it in this way ? Can you 
not hear him that ſaid once to Peter, John 21.16. Loveſ# 
Thou me ? Feed my Sheep. Can you nor hear rhe ſame 
Voice calling ro you, Loveſt rbou me? Feed my Shep- 
herds. Sure thou art very deaf to the Voice of the Pro- 
videices of this day, if thou do not hear this Call. And 
will you prove thar you have no love to Chrift? Whar 
do you elſe if you ſuffer his ro ſtarve , when you have 
wherewith to feed them ? 

Beloved, it is through Gods free Grace , and rich 
bounty, that you enjoy ſuch plenty of ourward good 
things, when many of his Miniſters are in grear want. 
Whar you have, you have received from him. Is ir not 
then moſt juſt and reaſonable, rhar you ſhould return 
back ſome part of your Eftates unto God, by relieving 
his Miniſters, in teſtimony of your love and thankful- 
neſs unto him for what you have ? Hath God given you 
hundreds and thouſands? and will nor you part with a 
few pounds or ſhillings when he calls. aloud unto you 
for the ſame, as now he doth in theſe days? 'Though 
the earth be his, and the fulneſs thereof, yer (in a ſenſe) 
he harh ſomerimes need of your Eftates, Matth. 25. 35, 
Chriſt relJerh you of his wants, and ſhewerh you how, 
and when he is relieved. 

Though for the preſent you enjoy Manifold bleſſings, 
yer how eaſily can he pluck them our of your mouths 
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and if you will nor perform your duty; thruſt you 
down from among the Givers , to take your place a- 
mong the Receivers! Certainly the communicating 


. - a part, is your beſt way ro ſecure the remainder, and ro 


ſeaſon and 1anctifie it fo your more comfortable uſe. 

Luke 11.41. Saith our Saviour, Give Alms of ſuch 
' things as you have , and behold all things are clean unts_ 
Jou; that is, lawful ro be uſed. The Metaphor is ta- 
ken from the Law, whereby many things were count- 
ed unclean , and ſo unlawful for uſe; they might nor be 
rouched or medled wirh. Yea by the inference of rhe 
Apoſtle; Give Alms of ſuch things as you have; and be- 
bold all things are clean unto you: He ſeemeth to allude 
ro another Rire of the Law about Firſt-fruirs , Tyther, 
and Free-offerings ; by giving which to the Lord, all the 
reft which they had were ſecured, ſanctified, and made 
clean. So thar Charitable men are they , who may 
with the more freedom , quietneſs , and comfort uſe 
what they have. Who. thar hath any defire to be ac- 
cepted and approved of God, would not have his per- 
f;n, and the actions which he doth, and things whick he 
poſſeſſerh; to be clean? Whatſoever is unclean , is odi- 
ous and abominable in Gods fight ? unclean perſons 
might nor approach tro Gods Sanctuary , -nor meddle 
with facred matters. If they were not cleanſed , they 
were ro be cur off from Gods people , Numb, 19. 20, 
Levit. 7.20. and every unclean thing was an abomi- 
nation, . 

This therefore muſt needs be a ſtrong perſwaſive to 
pur in practiſe rhe Counſel of our Saviour, in giving 
 Alms of ſuch things as we have, that ſo all things may be 
clean, and ſanctified unta us. What's ciean you may 
uſe with Gods good leave and allowance; (clean things 
mighr be eaten) and where you have Gods good leave, 
you may expect his bleiſing. Ir's fin to eat where Gods 
portion is among it, TY 

The truth is, iris che great miſtake of many, tro think 
that all their goods are their ewn, and thar they are 
Abſolute Lerds and Owners of all which they poſſeſs : 
whereas indeed they are rather Stewards, than Lords 
and Owners of this worlds goods; all is the _ 
- pf xe hg | 1 
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God of his infinice wiſdom hath" committed to ſome a 
greater portion of them, than ro others, yet nor to be 
impropriated to themſelves , bur they mult give him his 
ſpecial' part, ro which his have as good a righr as them- 
ſelves unro the reſt, ſaving only that rhey may not lay - 
hands on it themſclves, until you pur it into their hands. 
Bur as they thav not take ir our of yours; ſo you may 
not keep ir our of their bands. Therefore Solomon 
ſpeaking of the righr which the Poor have to a parr of 
rich mens Eftares, faith , Prov. 3. 27. Fithhold not good. 
from them to whom it is due, when it 1s in the power of thy 
hand to doit. So that relieving the Poor is nor only . 
an act of Mercy, lefr ro our choice to do, or leave un- 
done ; bur alſo, as I ſaid before, an act of Fuſtice , to 
the performance whereof we ftand- bound. Hence to 
give Alms , and to do Righteouſneſi and Fuſtice , are oft in- 
Scripture pur the one for the other, both ſignifying the . 
ſame thing. Therefore the Septuagint have rendred: the: 
Hebrew word ſignifying Righreouſneſs, in Deut.'24. 14. 
eaenpoouryy , Alms-deeds, And in Pſalm 112.9. it is faid, 
His Righteouſneſs endureth for ever ; that 1s, his Aims, 
or his Mercifulneſs; as is clear from the foregoing 
words , 'He hath diſperſed, be bath given to the Poor; bis 
Righteouſneſs endureth for ever: Whereby is implyed, 
that giving of Alms is one ſpecial branch of that Righte- 
ouſneſs and Fuſtice we owe to our poor Neighbours? © © 
* And darett thou yer hold ir in thy hand? . Wilt thou 
wrong the Almighty of his right, and'rob his Poor, of 
his due ? If it be nothing with thee to be unmerciful, 
1s it nothing neither rg be a *Robber 2 a Robber of God ? 
Will a man” rob God? Mal. 3. 8. Dares any man'be fo 
wicked ? How canfſt thou bur expect that he will make 
a Forcible Entry upon thee , and take what 4s his own, 
and ſeal a Writ of Ejetment againſt thee, and turn thee 
our of all thar ever rhou haſt ? Look not ro be long in 
quier poſſeſſion of whar thou haſt; bur fear left either 
God ſhould rake thine Eftare from thee, or thee from 
thine Eſtate, and pive thee thy portion with Drives,who 


" becauſe he denied his Crumbs ro ſatisfie poor Lazarus 


his hunger, was himſelf denied a drop of cold water to 
quench his own hear and thirſt, Lake 16, 23. — 
22 | '  Whic 
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which words. S. Auſtin thus gloſſeth , Ideo rogans Di- 
ves n0n exauditur in tormentis , quid rogantem pauperem 
non.exaudivit. Therefore was not Dives heard when he 
rayed in torments , becauſe he hearkened not ro the 
oor that begged of him when he was upon the Earth. 
Aug. Serm. de Divite. | 

Ler me add a few quickning words to ſer home 
what hath been ſpoken, by thefe following Queſtions. 

Queſt. 1. Now at length, What doſt thou think, of 
Mercy and Bounty to the Poor ? 

T. Is there not an excellency in it ! Oh how much of 
God is therein it! There is Faith in it: He that will 
caſt his bread upon the waters, is it not aſure ſign thar 
he believes God, who hath ſaid, thar ir ſhall be return- 
cd again? There's the love of God in it : He that ſees by 
Brother in need, and ſhutteth up the bowels of bis compaſ- 
fions from bim , bow dwelleth the love of God in him ? And 
he rhar openeth his bowels, and draws forth his Soul 
to Gods hungry ones, who can deny bur the love of 
God dwellettyin that man? 7: is the Image of Gods gaod- 
#eſs. God is a merciful God , and his mercy is his glo- 
ry; and this glory of God ſhineth rele in his merCcie 
PO ſervants. There is Self-denial in it. Self would keep 
all ; Fleſh would hold back; it cannot fpare for God 
'ris a fign thar Self is laid low, that the Fleſh is kept 
under , that the Intereſt of God is the ſwaying Intee 

eft, when whatever God will have, this Self is nor 
ſuffered ro keep back. Is there ſo much of God in mer- 
cifulneſs, and is there not an excellency in it ? 

2. Is there not a neceſſity of it 2 Shall the mercileſs 
ever obtaiz' mercy? Canſt thou hope for mercy who 
wilt ſhew no mercy. 

Qu.2. What doſt thou think of thy ſelf Art thou mer- 
ciful, or mercileſs? How doſt thou find it? Is. thine 
heart open ? are thy bowels open? or are they ſtill - 
ſhut ? Doſt thou feel that heart of rhine inclined and re- 
ſolved ro open thy hands, and to diſperſe, and thar libe- 
rally , the good things thou haſt received, as a good 
Steward of the manifold gifts of God 8 Or dofſt rhou 
yer feel that the door is ſhut, thine hearr is hardned a- 
gainſt ſhewing kindneſs to the Lord ?: Give thy plain 

__ Judgment, . 
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judgment , what rhinkeſt; thou ? Arr thou a merciful 
man, or mercileſs ? and if, mercileſs, how doſt rhoy 
hope to obtain 579 96 4 kr - of 
: Qu 3: What doſt thou think, of thy worldly goods ? 

1. Are they not thy Talents, committed ta thee for 
Lords uſe > Muſt thou. not be accountable rs him, how 
they have been laid out? Will ir be. a eomforrable ag+ 
count when thou muſt bring in thy Bill : ſo much for thy 
pride, ſo much for thine appetite, or all hoarded up. fox 
thy coyetouſaeſs, and nothing, or bur htrle for God ? 

2. Are they more worth than Treaſures in Heaven ? Is it 
more to thine - advantage to be rich. in this worlds 
goods, than to be rich in good works ? Doſt tho in 
good earneſt judge, thatthy laying up treaſures on earth 
is better husbandry, thanthy laying upin ſtore for thy 
ſelf a good foundation againſt rhe rime co come ? 

Qu. 4. Hhar doſt thou think, of the ſtate of. many of the 
| ſervants of God in thu Age ? Are there no wanting ones ? 
no diſtreſſed ones? Whar, neither amongſt Miniſters, 
nor Chriſtians ? Are they all provided for ? Do nor ma» 
ny of _themear the bread, and drink the waters of af- 
fliction ? Is ir not very ſtrait and very ſhort with them ? 
Do bur enquire after their condition, and thou yilt find 
ir ſo. Arc thou one of rhoſe that careſt.not how it fares 
with the poor Friends of Chriſt? Are they nor worth 
the enquiring, and looking after ? or at leaſt, Is not he 
worthy, ::h ng rhey are, and whonrthey ſerve? Is nor 
Chriſt worthy, for whoſe ſake thou ſhouldſt ſhew kind- 
neſs to his? How will he take rhy neglect of them? 
Remember that word, Matth. 25. 45.Inaſmuch as ye did 
it not to theſe, ye did it notro me, _ © - 

Qu. 5. What wilt thou do for the ſuture'? What ſhall 
be the ſucceſs of theſe few. words thar are written for 
thy learning ? Whar arr thou reſolved upon? for mer- 
Cy, OT. for cruelty? Conſult thine own heart; lay not 
by this little Book, till chow art come to a reſolution one 
way or other, either to accept, or reject this counſel, 
which in rhe Name of .the Lord is offered thee for thy 
good. Oh ſhew thy felf a man in whoſe Soul Chriſt hath 
an intereſt, and ſo great an intereſt , that rhou wilt do 
any thing at his word; piry at his word, relieve at - 
word, 


F av I» =". FO 
i ited bh. RS - 
4% ERS” 4 POTS" > Y 
= — + oy 
$6 » > es a8 Ws 


Mi So "I Sureft Fe abu, Ke | 


work} give, lend, feed, cloath, refreſh the 
word ones: Ler- thy ſoul fay; Lo, ar TOY word n __ 
do. it: here's my bread, and.my gearid my:money, 
'-coramand whar- thou wilt'of it, f. will: not fay-rhee nay... 
Thou haſt-given me a large portion;,. and everyone of * 
thy ſervaiitstharthou appointeft'ro receive it, thall have | 
rheir part3-for thy fake, Eofd, they ſhall haveiir. Thine 
Lam," and-thine is all that have; thew me thy plea- 
fare, "how much, *and how” ofren, and where, and: to. $5 
whom I ſhall beſtow it, andrhrought the grace: of God | 
there it "Wile 

Friend [thou fay'thus?* Wilt thou in the pre- 
ſence of the'Tord 'come ro this gracious 'reſplytion.? 

or eanft thou-Fet find inthine heart fo deny*thy Lord, 
and continue'ts be as hard-hearted; and cloſe: handes as 
bo wer't worit-to be?/ Dare nor to.fay ord; my 
How $aremine own}, Towe' thee nothing: Dread ſuch: 
Noa hrs, tharhow-much' foever thou haſt; the*fervants 
ariſt ſhall' be nothing the bn" for ir.” . 

wn again conſider”, thouartpur'ro this haice: Ei- 
ther to accept of the Counſe] of Chriſt, orto.reject it; , 
which' 6f - the'two'wilr'thou' do?”.If thou reſolveſt.nor. - 
on-inercy; and Tiberality', thou rejecteſt 'rhe-Word: of 
the Lord'>antif thou rejecteſt his. Word; thou-rejett- 
&& the Lord; arid therein ſayeſt}, 'He ſhall be-no' Lord 
for *me. | Bur if thou: Rory rb gO, and do accord- 
ingly : Let rhe hunger, and rhe thirſt , and the naked- 
nes; the'wants-and diftrefſes of / his! fervahrs feel in: 
thar relief rhey ſhall receive from; thee, rhat thou arr a 
mar' to whonr- che Lord: tath'nor/ſpoken in'yain; \Ler. \ 
them feel ie preſently, and lerithem' feelir*conſtantly- 3... 
this 'year, and thenexr year, *and the'next ,- ever? whilſt |} 
they haye n&ed to receive; and' thou! haſt j jr by: thee to 

ve "This a6; 'and the Lord' accept thee \ remember" all. 
thy © MUrieg' FEE, *accept-all thy Sacrifices;, "ebb: Lowd hear 
thee in the day of. thy trouble ;” the Name of the- God of Ja- 
cob defend thee : 'The Lord grant” thee' according” to! thine . * 
own heart , and fulfil 'all thy counſel: The "Lord remember, 8 
thee with the favour: he beareth "unto bis Childreny and, oh 

fit 1 thee' with: big. Salvation. is I af 
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